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DEDICATION

to my parents.

FOREWORD

This project documents my extensive train travels over the years in Europe, and to a much lesser extent

in Australia and Fiji, India and Sri Lanka, Japan and Hong Kong.

The current volume is a reprise of all holidays to date, and is aimed mainly at those who would prefer to

read a more concise version of the main volumes.

This is VERSION 9 (for changes from the previous version, please see page 194).

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

PETER DAWES worked as a transportation policy researcher, analyst, project
manager and advisor for the Canadian Transport Commission and Government of
Alberta until taking early retirement. He has had a lifelong personal and professional

interest in railways and passenger trains, and resides with his wife Sandra in

Edmonton, Alberta.
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Please see the INTRODUCTION directly below for important information regarding

copyright, ownership, use and acquisition of photos appearing in this document

(specifically under Photographs , page 7).

INTRODUCTION

Whet her in Pr ague[&is] sthtibraor at Grand &ehtral z i

inNew York, Dvo S§k i gnored his conservatory duti

noting the coming and going of trains.

Eric Friesen
(AThe Artist.as a Childo, 463

Welcome to the eigth volume of my Overseas rail-travel project. While some might see the famous
Czech compos eas étangg aresponsimie or even childish, | fully understand, and would be

proud to be counted as a kindred spirit.

For those who are unfamiliar with my p%'%l0j8eddcdts, (11
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and64,2"198006s (DBBS5 HHRONREMMOEBNd 2020H66ve also prepared a
Document o, providing train, trip and epgaGrapdadllureisdet ai |l s

taken from a poem by Va l(Behrend, 285 ant ifersd tp theTaaing de tixe fofdhed €
old Wagons-Lits Co.

I'tds been my pT, eakaientecdovarseas hoidhys, 14lin Europe, one in Australia and Fiji,
one in India and Sri Lanka, and one in Japan and Hong Kong. Beginning with
enjoyed the companionship of my friend and later wife, Sandra. My trains have ranged from the Royal
Highlander, London-Paris Night Ferry, and Festiniog narrow-g auge steam train of
Genéeve Train & grande vitesse (TGV), Kgbenhavn-Oslo overnight, and steam-hauled Shakespeare
Limited o f t he 1980 6 s Indian-Racifig, uhe PrahalStutgatsovernight, and North Yorkshire
Moors steam train of-Madrid@lta Vebb@dadiEsparola (AE) hgjk-spéed tram, Sud-
Expresso/Surex, and Caledonian Sleepers o f t he; t@ h@ Qoddon-Paris Eurostar, Darjeeling
Hi mal ay an skanitlainand Blaezomi( A Wi Sthhiopkansen between Ydthe
2 0 1 pabcsthe Istanbul-Sofia overnight, Weisseritztalbahn steam train and a Dublin-Cork mid-day express
of the 20206s.

These trips have occurred according to these percentages, through 2025 (in descending order): 1 9 8 038;s
197013;s,200606061016land1 990068 1. (The 202006s so far:

Please note that this project follows my earlierNo Mat t er Where |1 toés Going:

and elsewhere in North America.

The current document is organized as follows. Chapter 1 summarizes my travels and passenger rail
developments by decade. Chapter 2 offers statistics on number of trips taken and distances travelled, trips
by route segment, trips on named trains, and number of cars and locomotives encountered. Chapter 3 rates
trains taken in various categories such as overnight, intercity, regional and excursion, and ends with
(amongst others) favourite trips, worst trips, most embarrassing moments, noteworthy stations, and
supporting water and bus services. Chapter 4 is for equipment fans, describing cars and locomotives
encountered. Chapter 5 provides some brief concluding remarks. There are six summary tables at the end.
The first four list trips in (or on): Sleeping and Couchette Cars; Trans-Europ Express and High Speed
Trains; Steam-Hauled Trains; and Some Other Trains of Interest. The last two show fastest and slowest

average speeds recorded during each holiday.

o}
he 198
the 19

hama an

7 %. )

Tr av e
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Finally, there are a GENERAL INDEX, a LIST OF PHOTOS, a LIST OF SCANNED IMAGES, and a note
describing CHANGES FROM PREVIOUS VERSION.

| provide photographs throughout, none of which appears in the main volumes (although some are
similar). These remain the property of the photographer, are protected by copyright, and must not

be used in any fashion without permission . Please bear in mind that many are several decades old,
that colour photos are particularly vulnerable to deterioration, and that some were taken in adverse

lighting conditions.

Finally, this is a personal account of rail and associated road, marine and air trips. It will appeal mainly to
people who already enjoy train travel or might want to try it out; to railway modellers, photographers,
historians or researchers; and perhaps to those who are just interested in the evolution of rail travel in Europe
over this period (and to a much lesser extent, Australia and Fiji, India and Sri Lanka, Japan and Hong Kong).
| strongly encourage feedback i everything from factual clarifications to minor typographical corrections; to
additional car and | ocomotive information; and

Please contact me using the information shown on page 2 above.

MAIN VOLUMES

For those unfamiliar with the main volumes, for each decade or period, | provide the overall context, details of
trips taken, places visited, and particularly noteworthy trips. For each holiday within that decade or period, |
include a synopsis covering: the context; trips taken and distance travelled; types and numbers of cars and
locomotives making up the trains; places visited; noteworthy train trips; fastest and slowest average speeds;

and any memorable associated trips by other modes of transport.

Then, for each train trip, | provide: the date and (in a headline) service provider; train number; embarkation
point; disembarkation point; origin and final destination (if different); and train name (where applicable). | go
on to show the detailed train make up, followed by departure time, arrival time, any major enroute stops, and
purpose of the trip. (If more than one leg was involved, | mention the ultimate destination and connecting
points at the start of the first leg.) | then describe any interesting aspects about the train and route taken, and
things that happened along the way. | also offer a brief account of any relevant events that occurred before

the train departed or after it arrived at my destination. At the end of the entry, | often provide the distance in

t
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8

(0]

phot



LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

both kilometres and miles, elapsed time and average speed, as well as further details on the train itself,

including configurations and history of selected cars and locomotives.

Finally, please note that, unlike my North American project, where | systematically recorded car and

locomotive numbers, her e | 6\dyinddostraia. tThisi was due to the sheer number of services

taken, quick station stops, and complexity of both train composition and the numbers themselves. Although

car and locomotive names were rare, | did record some of them, which | show in the main volumes.

As

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

with the main vol umes, I 6d | i ke to thank:

the late Mark Bunting, Tom Matoff, Ken Mozersky, John Stilgoe, the late Brian Sullivan, and Greg
Thompson for being key influences where both my interest in trains and career in transportation are

concerned (as cited inthe initalNo Matt er Wher e Volude), Goi ng: 19

Ken Boulton, Tom Clark, Greg Gormick, Ken Holmes, the late Fred Matthews, Doug Smith and

Nicholas Vincent for being kindred spirits;

Tom Clark and Eva Young for wonderful companionship on many trips, especially those involving

British steam trains;

Stefan Dringenberg for providing information on equipment; the late George Drury for his articles and
books on Swiss rail travel; Jean Patenaude for advice regarding the presentation of company names
in French; the late John Price for his efforts as long time editor of the seminal Thomas Cook
Continental, European and International timetables; and Geoff Sarbutt, Neil Smith and Michael

Taylor for providing information on railway equipment;

Cindy Chow, Charlie Dawes and Dan Walter for providing valuable advice concerning this project,

and Shaun Fawcett for essential help in publishing these volumes online; and
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1 my wife Sandra for much-appreciated companionship on several holidays, for design suggestions,

and for developing the route schematics, website and web versions of these documents.

Special thanks also to John Beckhaus and Peter Clark for providing information on Australian equipment;

Vinodh Wickremeratne for clarifications and further information on Sir Lankan trains.
Despite the assistance provided, the author remains entirely responsible for errors or omissions.
Finally, this volume is dedicated to my late parents, Charles Haddon Spurgeon and Kathleen Lillian

Dawes. Dad transferred his love of train travel to me at an early age, and by doing so laid the

groundwork for these travels and my subsequent career in transportation.

R-2:. Aut hor 6s par ent sTIDEWAYtVENTUREQmopnrédst b o at

at London Embankment and ready to sail downstream on the
Thames to Greenwich (1976/10/30) [PETER DAWES].

Peter Dawes
Edmonton, Alberta
January, 2026.
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ABBREVIATIONS

RAIL SERVICE PROVIDERS, TRACK & EQUIPMENT OWNERS

AEV
ALSY
AN
ARB
ASR
AWC
ATW
BBL
BDG
BLM
BLS
BOB
BR
BRB
BUL
BVZ
CBN
CCR
LD
CFL
CFR
CHT
CNL
CP
CS
csc
LSD

Allami Erdei Vasut (State Forest Railways)

A4 Locomotive Society

Australian National Railways

Arth-Rigi Bahn

Australia Southern Railroad

Avanti West Coast

Arriva Trains Wales

Bluebell Railway

Balgarski Darzhavni Zheleznitsi (Bulgarian State Railways)
Bergbahn Lauterbrunnen-Miirren

Bern-Létschberg-Simplon Bahn

Berner Oberland Bahn

British Rail

Brienz Rothorn Bahn

Bulleid Society

Brig-Visp-Zermatt Bahn

Clifford Brown

Coral Coast Railway

Lesk® Dr&8hy (Czech Rail ways)
Société nationale des chemins de fer Luxembourgois (Luxembourg National Railways)
Societatea NaSi onal bt (MHatiofa Sotiety of Rénamiaa RagwayR)o mO©n e
Chiltern Trains

City Night Line

Caminhos de Ferro Portugueses (Portuguese State Railways)
Caledonian Sleeper (Co.)

Connex South Central

Lesk® St 8tni Drg8hy (Czech State Rail ways)
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CSE Connex South Eastern
CT Central Trains
DB Deutsche Bundesbahn (German Federal Railroad)

DHR Darjeeling Himalayan Railway

DLR Douglas-Laxey-Ramsey Electric Railway

DML Dinmore Manor Locomotive Society

DPE Douglas-Port Erin Steam Railway

DR Deutsche Reichsbahn (German State Railroad)
DSB Danske Statsbaner (Danish State Railways)

DTS Daitetsu( iBi g |l rono, Japan)
EC East Coast

El Eurostar International

END Enoshima Dentetsu (Enoshima Electric Railway))
ES Eurostar (UK)

ESR East Somerset Railway

ET Eusko Trenbideak/Ferrocarriles Vascos (Basque Railways)

EWS English, Welsh & Scottish Railway

FEVE Ferrocarriles de Via Estrecha (Narrow Gauge Railways)

FGC Ferrocarriles de la Generalitat de Catalunya (Catalan Government Railways)
FGW First Great Western

FO Furka-Oberalp Bahn

FR Festiniog Railway

FRT Ferrovie Autolinee Regionali Ticinese (Ticino Regional Railway)

FS Ferrovie dello Stato (ltalian State Railways)

FSS Flying Scotsman Services

GCR Great Central Railway

GGB Gornergrat Bahn

GNER Great North Eastern Railway
GSR Great Southern Rail

GWR Great Western Railway
GWS Great Western Society
GWT Great Western Trains

HG Hrvat ske Geljeznice (Croatian Rail ways)

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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JRE
JRH
JRK
JRW
JG
KKT
KW
L&H
LMS
LNE
LNER
LSE
MAV
MCL
ME
MLS
MM
MML
MO
MOB
MTR
M&WH
NR
NRM
NS
NSB
NVR
NYMR

larnrod Eireann (Irish Rail)

Isle of Man Railways

Indian Railways

Jungfraubahnen

T OkMihonRy o k a k u TCernitral daga@ Passenger Railway) (JR Central)
Higashi-Ni hon Ry ok a (East Japan Passen@er Railway) (JR East)
Hokkai d@ Ry ok(da&k k dPassefigerR@ilwvay) J R Hokkai d @)

Kyl shl RyokakHKyIiTsehisuRlals senger Rail way (JR Kyl

Nishi-Ni h on Ry o k a KWestTapdn fasseffjer Railway) (JR West)
Jugoslavenske Geljeznice (Yugoslav Railways)
Kurobe Ky@koku Tetsud@ (Kurobe Gorge Rail way
Koleje Wielkopolskie (Greater Poland Railway)
Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway

London, Midland & Scottish Railway

London North Eastern Railway

London & North Eastern Railway
Luzern-Stans-Engelberg Bahn

Magyar Allamvasutak (Hungarian State Railways)
Chemin de fer Martigny-Chételard

Merseyside Electrics

Maunsell Locomotive Society

Midland Metro

Midland Mainline

Chemin de fer Martigny-Orsieres
Montreux-Oberland-Bernois Bahn

Mass Transit Railways (Hong Kong)

Mull & West Highland Narrow Gauge Railway

Northern Rail

National Railway Museum

Nederlandse Spoorwegen (Netherlands State Railway)
Norges Statsbaner (Norwegian State Railway)

Nene Valley Railway

North Yorkshire Moors Railway

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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OBB
OSR
0G
PCC
P&D
PKP
PR
PRL
QR
RENFE
RFD
RhB
RRNE
SA
SBB

SCR
68S
SJ

SL
SM
SMR
SNCB

SNCF
SPS
SPT
SRA
SRY
STR
SVR
SWEG
SWT

Osterreichische Bundesbahnen (Austrian Federal Railways)

&i g aSteam Railway (Daitetsu)

Ozubnicovej Geleznice (Cog Railway) (GSSK)
Pullman Car Co.

Paignton & Dartmouth Steam Railway

Pol ske Kol ejleercRydRa@st State Ralways Intercity)

Pullman Rail

Przewozy Regionalne (Regional Transport)

Queensland Railways

Red Nacional de los Ferrocarriles Espafioles (Spanish National Railways)
Railfreight Distribution

Rhéetische Bahn (Rhaetian Railway)

Regional Railways North East

Steamy Affairs

Schweizerische Bundesbahnen/Chemin de fer fédéraux Suisse/Ferrovie Federali Svizzere (Swiss
Federal Railways)

ScotRail

6880 Society

Statens Jarnvagar (Swedish State Railways)

Sri Lanka Railways

Shdnan Momor Monorail)

Snaefell Mountain Railway

Société nationale des chemins de fer Belges/Nationale Maatschappij der Belgische Spoorwegen
(Belgian National Railways)

Société nationale des chemins de fer Francais (French National Railways)

6024 Preservation Society

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport

State Rail Authority of New South Wales

Swanage Railway

Strathspey Railway

Severn Valley Railway

Sidwestdeutsche Eisenbahnen Aktiengesellschaft (Southwest German Rail Authority)

South West Trains

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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SG
TCDD
TEG
THO
TI

TL
TPE
TR
TT
TUL
VL
VR
VRB
VT
WAB
WDL
WHR
WLB
WR
WSR

W&W
GFBH
GRS
GSSK

OTHER TRANSPORT ENTITIES

CIwL

CM
CNRD
DSG

Sl ovenske Geleznice (Slovenian Rail ways)
T¢rkiye Cumhuriyet (Turkisk StdteeRailw@ysymi r yol | ar é
Tatransk8 Elektrick8 Geleznica (Tatra Electri
Thello

Trenitalia

Translink (Northern Ireland)

TransPennine Express

Talyllyn Railway

Thames Trains

Té¢rkiye Lokomotif ve Mo(tTosrl oSesmay)i Anonim ki
V/Line (Public Transport Corp. of Victoria)

Vale of Rheidol Narrow Gauge Steam Railway (BR)

Vitznau-Rigi Bahn

Virgin Trains

Wengernalp Bahn

Wadebridge (34007) Ltd.

Welsh Highland Railway

Wiener Lokalbahn (Vienna Local Railroad)

Westrail

West Somerset Railway

Weisseritztalbahn (Weisseritz Valley Railway)

Wales & West Passenger Trains

Gel jezice Feder aci j(Federtos of Bosnia ard elerzzgovgna Railwayes)

Gel jezi ce Re [(SerbidniRépablicRailpwayR e

Geleznilng8 SpololnosS Slovensko (Slovak Rail

Compagnie internationale des Wagons-lits et du Tourisme (International Sleeping Car and
Tourism Co.)

Caledonian MacBrayne

Cunard Line

Deutsche Schlaf- und Spiesewagen Gesellschaft (German Sleeping and Restaurd Car Co.) (DB)

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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FSF
KDL
KEP
NETR
PTL
SB
SGV
SSC
VAG
WSV

Fylkesbaatane i Sogn og Fjordane (Sogne and Fjordane County Boats)
KéIn-Dusseldorfer Linie

Kansai Denryoku (Electric Power) Co.

Network Rail

Pacific Transport Ltd.

Sogn Billag

Schiffahrtsgesellschaft Vierwaldstattersee (Lake Lucerne Shipping Co.)
South Sea Cruises

Freiburger Verkehrs AG (Freiburg City Transport Corp.)

Wiener Stadtwerke Verkehrsbetriebe (Vienna City Transport Organization)

MISCELLANEOUS RAIL TERMS

DMU
DVT
ECML
EMU
TEN
TOC
WCML

Diesel Multiple Unit
Driving Van Trailer

East Coast Main Line
Diesel Multiple Unit

Pool TEN

Train Operating Company
West Coast Main Line

SLEEPING ACCOMMODATIONS

dc
qc
scC
tc
ts

SXC

Double Compartment
Quadruple Compartment
Single Compartment
Triple Compartment
Triple Section

Sextuple Compartment.

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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TRAIN MARKETING NAMES

AVE Alta Velocidad Espafiola

EC Euro City train
ESI Eurostar City Italia
ET Express Train

ETR 500 Elettro Treno Rapido 500
E225 Electric 225

FD Holiday Express
HST High Speed Train

IC Inter City train

ICE Inter City Express
SC SuperCity Pendolino

TEE Trans-Europ Express
TGV Train a grande vitesse
T200 Talgo 200

XPT Express Passenger Train

EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS

ABB Asea Brown Boveri

ABG August Borsig GmbH

ALCO American Locomotive Co.

ALS Alstom

ASEA Allménna Svenska Electriska Aktiebolaget
BBC Brown Boveri

BBD Bombardier Transportation

BMS Berliner Maschinenbau (Schwartzkopff)
BRCW  Birmingham Rail Carriage & Wagon Co.
BREL British Rail Engineering Ltd.

BTF Brush Traction/Falcon

CAF Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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CEC Clyde Engineering Co.
COMENG Commonwealth Engineering
DWA Deutsche Waggonbau AG

EE English Electric
EMD Electro-Motive Division (General Motors)
FF Fiat Ferroviaria

GECAL GEC-Alstom

HCP H. Cegielski, PoznaE

HIT Hitachi

KHI Kawasaki Heavy Industries

KON Konl| ar

MC Metropolitan Cammell

MCWW  Metropolitan Carriage & Wagon Works

NS Nippon Sharyo

NT Niigata Tekko

PFLP Pierwsza Fabryka Lokomotyw w Polsce

SARW  South Australian Railways Works

GKD  Gkodovy Zavody

SLM Schweizerische Lokomotiv- und Maschinenfabrik
SMT Siemens Transportation

TCC Tokyu Car Corp.

TUV Té¢rkiye Vagon San@yivaBmaenim kirketd
VTS Vagonka Tatra Studénka

WMD Waggon- und Maschinenbau Donauwdrth

COUNTRIES, ETC.

Aus. Australia

Aust. Austria

Bel. Belgium

B-H Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bul. Bulgaria

CR Czech Republic

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
18




LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

Cro. Croatia
Den. Denmark
Eng. England

Fr. France
Ger. Germany
H.K. Hong Kong
Hung. Hungary
Ind. India

IOM Isle of Man
Ire. Ireland

It. Italy

Jpn. Japan
Neth. Netherlands
N. Ire. Northern Ireland
Nor. Norway
Pol. Poland
Port. Portugal
Rom. Romania
Scot. Scotland
S.L. Sri Lanka
Slov. Slovakia
Slo. Slovenia
Sp. Spain

Swit. Switzerland
Turk. Turkey
Wal. Wales

ALTERNATIVE VERSION OF NAMES

Athina Athens
Basel Basle
Bruxelles/Brussel Brussels

Bucur ekt i Bucharest

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE
Chennai Madras
Dunkerque Dunkirk
Firenze Florence
Geneve Geneva
Hannover Hanover
Hoek van Holland  Hook of Holland
Karlovy Vary Carlsbad
Kgbenhavn Copenhagen
Kolkata Calcutta
Kdln Cologne
Lisboa Lisbon
Luzern Lucerne
Lyon Lyons
Marseille Marseilles
Milano Milan
Munchen Munich
Nirnberg Nuremberg
Oostende Ostend
Pl zeR Pilsen
Praha Prague
Rhein Rhine
Roma Rome
Sevilla Seville
Torino Turin
Varanasi Benares
Venezia Venice
Wien Vienna

TED

[Trans-Europe Express logo
(en.wikipedia.org)]

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

THE SERVICE PROVIDERS
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IV &/ & K (11T
City nght Line g7 rPxe vrercry FEY=

@ Die Zentralbahn.| | i

L Kolej Lo
Przewozy Regionalne c‘ V\zeel{(e‘)polskie @ hrvatske zeljeznice
anf g Slovenske Zeleznice S5 [ETH

AR B0B [IX=] BLM AVZ MOE
@ SWEG @ Bahn JuNGnAUBAHNEN
= 9

ASIA & AUSTRALASIA 1

S /'A\AIVIUNE‘—E?(%GGHMM-
Sri Lanka Rallways A WES

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
22




LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

[Sources: ARB, VRB: swissrails.ch/portrait/bergbahnen/rigi; AN: about-australia.com; Arriva,
CHT, CSC, CSE, CT, ES, GNER, GWT, MML, SCR, SWT, TT, VT: itravelnet.com; AWC:
avantiwestcoast.co.uk; BLM, BOB, BVZ, FO, FRT, JB, LSE, MOB, RhB, WAB: rail-
info.ch/smalspuren; bls.ch; bluebell-railway.co.uk; BDZ:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgarian_State_Railways; BR: Railtrack 1998 Passenger Timetable map;
brienz-rothorn-bahn.ch; wiki/CrossCountry; CCR: Daily Excursions brochure; cd.cz; cfl.lu; cfr.ro;
cnl: cacherdealz.de; CP: railway-technology.com/projects/alfa.pt; CS: sleeper.scot; wiki/Croatian
Railways; DB, OBB, SBB, SNCF: home.arcor.de; dsb.dk; eastcoast.co.uk; eastsomerset
railway.org.uk; euskotren.es; feve.es; FGC: Barcelonaturisme.com; firstgroup.com/scotrail;
flyingscotsman.com; FR: festrail.co.uk; FR, WHR: fup g r a d e ¢ gcraiiwaylceuk; GGB: fo-
bahn.ch; IOMR Rys: Timetable 1980; JR: westjr.co.jp/global/en; keith-dufftown-railway.co.uk;
lakesiderailway.co.uk; mav.hu; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_North_Eastern_Railway; Midland
Metro: networkwestmidlands.com; Mull brochure; Miinchener S-Bahn: mvv-muenchen.de; nj
frihsticks-karte; ns.nl; northern rail.org; NSB: pvv.ntnu.no; nvr.org.uk; nymr.demon.co.uk;
P&DSR: ticket; wiki/PKP Intercity; wiki/&gigawa_Railway  &igawa_Main_Line; wiki/Przewozy
Regionalne; pl.wiki/Koleje_Wielkopolskie; Pullman Rail: brochure; QR, SRA:
sleeper.apana.org.au; renfe.es; sj.se; slovakrail.sk; zeleznice.si; SNCB: ibelgique.ifrance.com;
wiki/Shonan_Monorail;  southernrailway.com;  spt.co.uk;  steamyaffairs.net;  svr.co.uk;
swanagerailway.co.uk; sweg.de; transperth.wa.gov.au; wiki/Thello; trenitalia.com; TCDD:
Turkish_State Railways; VL: Commuter Service postcard; WM: westmidlandsrailway.co.uk; WR:
Australind brochure; west-somerset-railway.co.uk; WTB: wtb photo loco; wib.at; GF B H : phot ¢
loco; GRS p h ot o; wikiindiao Railwalys, SL M-Ticket; wikiMTR; zentralbahn.ch/en.
(Unavailabl e: CEV; MCL ; ME ; MO; oG, RRNE; STR;

AUSIRAILEASS [ ™ u1s2se =

21 DAY
e o G o
~ L LmYe
FIRST CLASS S
NOT TRANSFERABLE %
FIRST DAY LAST DAY

s hov[70] |05 loee | 0]

MA. P. LRwWES
Country_C A«A2 274 Passport No. 3628 F

RAILWAYS OF AUSTRALIA ALL LINES TICKET
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

ROUTE SCHEMATIC 1A: BRITISH ISLES
NORTH, MID- ENGLAND & WALES

f#one such trip unless shown otherwise ; fnot
indicated due to space limitations: Blaenau Festiniog -Dduallt, 3; Blaenau Festiniog

Llandudno Jct., 2; Derby -Tamworth, 2; Kidderminster -Worcester; Manchester -Stockport, 2;
Manchester -Warrington, 2; Nant Gwernol, 2; Porthmadog -Tywyn, 3; Preston -Warrington, 2 4; ¥
Various frequencies over Severn Valley Railway; fabbreviations: Birm
Bl akén=Bl akedown; B. N. =Briddgnedtdh; KCalfdibe -&K+
Leagrave,; Loughdédh=Loughborough; N. G.
Oxenhol me; -GoorAA o E;St Watl foaomr d=Wol ver hampt

[Showing one -way trips by route segment

6m=Bi rn
Qldes tmeén
Nant C
on; Y.

Carlisle NEWCASTLE

24

o “(\e.‘e'TG‘&‘E
N
Q,&“O\N 3
Morecambe
I"esl,

Way,. ~On
Verpganst,

Liap C
Holyhead dugdno.ktfyesl‘er
Blaenau Ffestiniog]2 6

Dduallt
2 2 2

9
2
26
HeIIifieId3
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23 or\f;@
WSHEFFIELD
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LEEDS
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/ﬁathland

Pickering
Ca:_,\e“x\o‘Qe
0% eo®
14\6
Newark

o
Q;&“E" W\
2 '\2

3

5
4 xC'field

% Stockport G
& OTTM \,4 e"%
S Lough'h R

<

2 Peterborough

N
&S

€
3
&
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&
S

2 SRN:
‘,
& o3
e
Worc'r 5

4.975
N
6/ 3 4

gt

&
%$

6 2
BIRM'M g 5

3 Warwic
9 anpur

Rugby

4
Oxford 8 f,r{%
Didcot

S
Aylesbury

YJ. 2
Nuneaton\LEJ,

W
()
o
& is

33\ 25

3

wycontZ)ONDON

e
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High Wycombe 19~ Amersham
18" ondon

Cambridge

Harwich
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ROUTE SCHEMATIC 1B: BRITISH ISLES
SOUTHERN ENGLAND
[Showing one -way trips by route segment : fone such trip

unless shown otherwise ; fabbreviations: H. Hea-
th Haywards Heath; Wi el sdd: Wi

vel

A * W
gt cw\v"e‘;‘:;mdoﬂ &%, 3¢

15 ¥ 18 LONDON

Margate
Minehead
Ramsgate

2
Bishops Lydeard Taunton

Newton Abbot
SOUTHAMPTON

4 Kingscote
Horsted Keynes

Calais

""r:.} qu\ Bourn]e?nouth
Ki o : '
ingswear - PORTSMOUTH 3 S Sheffield Park
Ryde Qf\\ Newhaven
O
&
Shanklin
Reading
Windsor & Eton
2 Norden Cranmore 2
2
Swanage Staines Ashford (Mid.)

Mendip Vale
127 London

s f
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

ROUTE SCHEMATIC 1C: BRITISH ISLES
IRELAND, ISLE OF MAN & SCOTLAND

[Showing one -way trips by route segment
(one such trip unless shown otherwise)]

Wick
2
Kyle of Lochalsh 4  Dingwall
; . 6
C Bridge s Y
_ ononBrigers o 4, @™ 3 ABERDEEN
Mallaig Inverness - ?
3 12 2Elgln 12 3
Fort William,p Aviemore . Dufftown SStonehaven
Rannoch Stn 14 oat of Garten
Oban, & ) Arbroath
3 4\ Blair Atholl 6
Loch Awe 12 DUNDEE
Craignure ) Crainlarich \ stirling MPert 7
Derry %{s‘/ S\ 11 2
Torosay 49 \_GLASGOW 6 EDINBURGH
Bishopton
) 16 Mc]Jt7herweH

BELFAST Dunlop Carluke

Ayr 2
2 Lanark

Galway Snaefell
DUBLIN 771 Laxey
2
Port Erin 2 Douglas Carlisle NEWCASTLE

Limerick Jct.

Cork 2 Cobh
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

ROUTE SCHEMATIC 2A: THE CONTINENT
FRANCE
[Showing one -way trips by route segment : fone such trip unless shown

otherwise ; #not indicated due to space limitations: Belfort -
Lure, 2; Colmar -Mulhouse, 6; Colmar -Strasbourg, 4]

Calais 1 Dunkerque

Boulogne
Dieppe

STRASBOURG
Colmar
Mulhouse

GENEVE
Vallorcine

St-Gervais

BORDEAUX

Hendaye

5 Breuil-sur-Roya
2
TOULOUSE JVentimiglia
MARSEILLE 2 NICE

La Tour de Carol Perpignan
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

ROUTE SCHEMATIC 2B: THE CONTINENT
GERMANY, LOW COUNTRIES & SCANDINAVIA

[Showing one -way rail trips by route segment : fone such trip unless shown otherwise ; fnot
indicated due to space limitations: Appenweier -Offenburg, 7, Bad Krozingen -Freiburg, 20;
Bonn-Koblenz, 6; Bonn -Kdln, 4; Breisach -Freiburg, 2; Bullay -Cochem, 6; Bullay -
Traben/Trarbach, 3; Bullay -Trier, 7; Donaueshingen -Titisee, 2; Duisburg -Emmerich, 2;
Duisburg -Kéln, 3; Freiburg -Offenburg, 10; Koblenz -Winningen, 4; Plochingen -Stuttgart, 3;

Seebrugg -Titisee, 2; § abbreviations: App dAppenweier;  Brux=Bruxelles/Brussel;
Donau 6 sDonaueshingen;, Kob &6z =Kobl enz; Oo0s 6e=0o0s fTelFEtaben-
Trarbach; Tubd&dn=Tubingen

Flam
2

BERGEN ‘\\lmal
Voss 27710510

2

KOBENHAVN
RS 2

HAMBURG

Winningen
BC chem_ 71

LUXEMBOURG
Saarbrucken 3

KARLSRUH 2 Dachau

STRASBO&?Enb 2r T A
u
Breisach gach ,&;0 MUNCHEN
FREIBURG |25 16, 00" oed
Bad Krozingen/ s\2 T'see \auf® au
BAStES &S 2
F28 & " SALZBURG
3 Q
Lo O <2
S0 TS W
s &F
s &
S ®

T G
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REPRISE

ROUTE SCHEMATIC 2C: THE CONTINENT

SWITZERLAND
[Showing one -way trips by route segment : fone such trip unless shown otherwise
#not indicated due to space limitations: Grindelwald -Kleine Scheidegg, 2]
BASEL
8 ZURICH St. Margrethen
Olten 4 2
Neuchatel ’ & 2
euchdte & N
| 4 S Sargans Buchs
BERN e NS
15 s $~%,-/ q Arth Goldau Landquart
' Q,?%*' & 2|2 Vitznau
xS
Vallorbe 14 4 24 Engelberg
8\ Zweilelitshinen
LAUSANNE o 6| .2 7 Grindelwald .
5 % 5 2[ 2Kleg'le Scheidegg | Reichenau 5
% al (7 avos
GENEVE MONTREUXS Kandersteg 8\0’1%% Yy _ -
Villeneuve My, C/’G%"ef) Thusis o\ U
3 ep Andermatt
4 Martigny Samedan
Vallorcine * ; 3 Brig St. Moritz «_ \2
Zermatt "2 2 2
Orsiéres 2 L Pontresina
NG o Bellinzona
Gornergrat 0 &
6‘060 \9@' 2
R * Chiasso
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ROUTE SCHEMATIC 2D: THE CONTINENT
AUSTRIA BOSNIA- HERZEGOVINA,CROATIA, ITALY & SLOVENIA

[Showing one -way trips by route segment
(one such trip unless shown otherwise)]

, /?e’{g\ s
Lindau ":‘f(e ’°0% é@' §
/ AN <
3 *Bregenz 6)(/,90 7 6 Linz , P &6’\

Schwarzach-St. Veit
St. Margrethen

Buchs

Domodosolla

3 Gyekenyes
MILANO Padova 7 ® 2= Volinja

BOLOGNA
2

FIRENZE
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ROUTE SCHEMATIC 2E: THE CONTINENT

BULGARIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, HUNGARYPOLAND,
ROMANIA, SLOVAKIA & TURKEY

[Showing one -way trips by route segment  (fone such trip unless shown
otherwise ; fabbreviation: Hranice na M=Hranice na Morave )]

Kunowice * wOlsztynZ/ POZNAN WARSZAWA
Karlovy Vary Decin 2
Becov nad Teplou Usti nad Labem KRAKOW
Bohumin Oswiecim
Cheb e H
8\ Ceska Trebovd Strbske Pleso 4 6 ~Tatranska Lomnica

2 Stary Smokovec

yg,
(\mﬁ /5% ’Sb,. Strba Poprad Tatry
Q’ 5 /"y .
BRNO Q"@ @(" Szilvasvarad KOSICE
CESKE BUDEJOVICE Slajkavolgy

Cesky Krumlov Eger

BRATISLAVA
Magyar Vasuttorteneti Park

s » Lokoshaza
v, 7.
Gyekenyes O{gy Ae, o

Lokoshaza BUCURESTI
3 Sighisoara )

RM ISTANBUL
SOFIA 2 ANKARA
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ROUTE SCHEMATIC 2F: THE CONTINENT

PORTUGAL & SPAIN

[Showing one -way trips by route segment

(one such trip unless shown otherwise)]

Mirandela
PORTO, 2 _~

Tua

3] Pampilhosa
Coimbra

Sintra

Ve
B0 end?
Balmesada _ 2 ™ 3 “\m\“\

Vilar Formosa Enveitg,

Ribes de Freser

DONOSTIA/SAN SEBASTIAN

le
R

——o

2

e
Entrocamento_wcx\e“ MADRID Lleida

2
LISBOA

SEVILLA * 51

Bobadilla

3 "ZARAGOZA

Algodor 751 Aranjuez

CORDOBA ° Linares

GRANADA
Guadix

ALMERIA

BARCELONA
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ROUTE SCHEMATIC 3: AUSTRALIA & FlJI

[Showing one -way trips by route segment
(one such trip unless shown otherwise)]

Kuranda Cairns

BRISBANE
Q&
q&@? . Port Pirie SYDNEY
PERTH Kalgoorlie 2 /}
2 O
ADELAIDE CANBERRA « 0%
Bunbury 2 O Nowra

5 MELBOURNE
Geelong

Natodola

Cuvu
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ROUTE SCHEMATIC 4: INDIA & SRI LANKA

[Showing one -way trips by route segment
(one such trip unless shown otherwise)]

Darjeeling

DELHI/NEW DELHI Ghum

VARANASI New Jalpaiguri

Fatehpur Sikri AGRA

Mughalsarai
KOLKATA
[ ]
Palugaswewa CHENNAI
Maho Jct. Habarana
Polgahawela Jct.
KANDY
4
Haputale
COLOMBO il
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ROUTE SCHEMATICS5: JAPAN & HONG KONG

[Showing one -way trips by route segment (one such trip unless
shown otherwise:  fKawane Koyama -Senzu,2; ff/K6dai r a =
Keyakidaira; f77Unazuki/Unazukionsen)]

SAPPORO
2

Aomori Muroran

Akita Morioka

AN
O N Nikki .
TovamA 485 %L\IRI}AGEII\II((IJ(I 2 ’litsunomlya
Kanazawa N) 2 §\
Tateyama TOKYO
/2 Narita
5 7 YOKOHAMA
3 Fuji 4s Ofuna

Kamakura
Fujisawa 2 Enoshima
KYOTO

Nara

Hakata
NAGASAKI

Lo Wu
d

KOWLOON (Hong Kong)
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REPRISE

D - r,:(é‘h vty ;:tq s

e

R-3: Sri Lanka Railways No. 1008, ready to depart Badulla for Colombo
overthefi Mai n L i nhedschel Bhydsan-budlt diesel No.
790 (2016/05/05) [PETER DAWES].
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REVIEW BY DECADE

R-4: Former London & North Eastern A4d-type SIR NIGEL GRESLEY, approach-
ing Warwick station wiupoh-AvBrudLbntlann Rai | 6s
Marylebone Shakespeare Limited (1988/10/02) [PETER DAWES].

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REVIEW BY DECADE

THE 197060s

R-5: Furka-Oberalp No. 33 Glacier Express begins its spectacular descent
into Andermatt in the valley below (1978/09/07) [PETER DAWES].

Number of trips:  167; Distance travelled: 27,952 km (17,445 mls).

This chapter summarizes my travels and passenger-rail developments by decade. As | described in the
initial volume, | was more than ready by the mid-1 9 706s to begin discoveri
being to visit famous cities and see the countryside, in societies that still valued the railway as a core
means of transportation i this despite car ownership rates already beginning to rival those of North
America. | also wanted to assist my parents in visiting their English homeland for the first time since their
1934 honeymoon. Three holidays materialized, from my Ottawa base: 1976 and &8 to Britain and the
western part of the Continent; and &9 just to Britain. | took some trains with Mom and Dad; others with

friends. The means? Britrail and Eurail passes, of course!

ng

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REVIEW BY DECADE

This was a decade of great change in European rail services. Intercity trains were being improved both in
timing and frequency, examples being western Germany (every second-hour, 1t class business services
on an extensive Intercitynet wor k) and Britain (fast HSTO&6s, sh
diesel-el ectric |l ocomotives such as t ho shgdrapliosyeeerreferreg tot
in this document as simply ndiesel 0.speed lihlenwasFundem

construction as the decade ended.

Sleeping car services remained extensive, and were operated by Pool TEN on the Continent, a
consortium of railways using mainly cars purchased (or leased) from the Compagnie internationale des
Wagons-lits et du Tourisme (CIWL i International Sleeping Car and Tourism Co.). Furthermore, a lot of

parcels, mail and newspapers continued to be shipped on passenger trains.

THE 198060s

Number of trips:  331; Distance travelled: 39,228 km (24,482 mls).

| took five overseas holidays during this decade, each involving both Britain and the western part of the
Continent, again using Britrail and Eurail passes. Those in 1980 and @1 were on my own while living in
Ottawa; the other three in 1984, @5 and @8 with Sandra from our Edmonton home. | was able to keep an

eye on my parents during the 1980 holiday i their last overseas.

While still essential for commuting to work in the crowded metropolitan areas, European passenger trains
faced ever-increasing challenges in regional, inter-city and long-distance markets. In 1981, the French
placed their high-speed, Paris-Lyon, Sud-Est Train a grande vitesse (TGV) line into operation. The
Germans improved their Intercity network to hourly, adding 2" class cars to improve loadings. In Britain,
more HSTO6s were i ntr odhadledexpressds aiogingwBiitishhRailgBRe to tetain a
sizeable business clientele on key intercity routes. Sleeping car services continued to decline right across
Europe, but BR replaced its aging fleet early in the decade. Thanks to our friend, Tom Clark, we sampled

a vibrant preserved railway scene in England, Scotland and Wales.

Drt
he

ce
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REVIEW BY DECADE

R-6: Wengernalp Bahn electric train arriving Grindelwald from Kleine Scheidegg, with a
Berner-Oberland train from Interlaken to the right (1980/10/05) [PETER DAWES].

THE 19900s

Number of trips:  105; Distance travelled: 21,515 km (13,428 mls).

We took three overseas hané to 8rdajnsanddhe westerg/central art bfotte g
Continent, one to just Britain, and one to Australia and Fiji, adding Austrail to the usual Britrail and Eurail
passes. Tom was involved in each holiday, in one way or another. Early in the decade, the British
government entrusted rail infrastructure to a p

Operating Companiesd (TOCbds) to provide passeng:¢

or leased rolling stock to the TOCOb6s, or mai nt ai

routes, but the overall level of subsidy grew rather than shrunk, and the investment needed to allow

Britain to catch up to its continental neighbours failed to materialize.

eI
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REVIEW BY DECADE

R-7: Queensland Railwaysédiesel locomotive No. 1759 runs around the Kuran-
da Tourist Train after arriving from Cairns (1990/12/03) [PETER DAWES].

Eurotunnel began operating a shuttle for motorists, truckers and trucks through the Channel Tunnel, while
a consortium of Eurostar (UK), Société nationale des chemins de fer Francgais (SNCF i French National
Railways), and Société nationale des chemins de fer Belges/Nationale Maatschappij der Belgische
Spoorwegen (SNCB 1 Belgian National Railways) ran London-Paris and London-Bruxelles/Brussel
Eurostar trains. Other high-speed milestones included TGV Nord and Ouest in France, Inter City Express
(ICE) in Germany (using the new Koéln-Frankfurt, Rhein-Main line), Alta Velocidad Espafiola (AVE) in Spain
(Sevilla-Madrid), and Electric 225 in Britain (on the East Coast Main Line [ECML]). While Sleeping car
service continued to decline, new luxury overnight trains were introduced on some Continental routes,

provided by private companies or consortia of state railways.

In Australia, passenger services used conventional, freight-based track and were slow relative to Europe.
Major trains included the Perth-Sydney Indian-Pacific operated by Westrail, Australian National, and State
Rail Authority of New South Wales, as well as the Brisbane-Cairns Sunlander run by Queensland
Railways. The rule of thumb was aging cars and locomotives, but a wide range of amenities continued to

be provided on major trains. Our lone Fijian train was a local over a sugar-cane railway.
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THE 200060s

R-8: Eurostar No. 9016 resting in Paris Nord after arriving from London, this Euro-
star (UK)-owned train led by locomotive 3223 (2003/10/12) [PETER DAWES].

Number of trips:  157; Distance travelled: 22,535 km (14,064 mls).

We took two European holidays during this decade, in 2003 and &7, again from our Edmonton base, both
to Britain but the first to western/southern part of the Continent, the second to the western/eastern part.
Britrail and Eurail passes covered most trips, supplemented by Czech passes and ordinary tickets where
necessary. I'n Britain, Rail track Hordivweidd eunndvoi aNjd tew oar nkd
(translation: government-owned and funded). Whil e the numbler of

diminished somewhat through consolidation, new ones continued to emerge. The equipment leasing
companies represented the only component of the original privatization scheme that was essentially

intact.
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LA GRANDE ALLURE: REVIEW BY DECADE

On the Continent, European Union policy resulted in state-owned railways also splitting infrastructure
from train operations. Eurostar benefited from upgraded track in England and, as our holiday ended, was
about to switch to a faster route into a redeveloped St. Pancras station. The French expanded their TGV
network to Marseille (Méditerranée line) and toward Strasbourg (Est), while the Germans opened their

Nurnberg-Ingolstadt, high-speed line.

Where overnight travel was concerned, the number of railway-provided services on the Continent declined
further, but upgraded equipment was introduced under brands such as NachtZug (Night Train). In Britain,
Sleeping cars were still offered between London and both Scotland and the West Country. Finally, the
carriage of parcels, newspapers and mail by train declined in many countries, and was pretty much

eliminated in Britain.

THE 201060s

Number of trips:  145; Distance travelled: 25,231 km (15,747 mls).

Durnig this decade, we took three overseas holidays from Edmonton to: § Britain and the western/eastern
part of the Continent in 2013 (using Britrail, Eurail and Polish passes); 1 India and Sri Lanka in 2016 (Indrail
Passes in the former; ordinary tickets in the latter); and  Japan and Hong Kong in 2019 (Japan Rail Passes
in the former; ordinary tickets in the latter). The British rail sector continued to experience great difficulty
throughout the second decade of the 215t century. A government entity, A Di r ect | y Op,avasa
established to operate several failed passenger franchises which no private company wanted, the biggest
one being East Coast, operating over the ECML. (Virgin Rail Group subsequently took over in 2015, but
the government had to step back in during 2018.) The other trend was towards consolidation of
franchises. Planning for a network of high-speed lines (called HS2) connecting London with the Midlands

and north of England faced strong opposition.

On the Continent, European Union policy continued to require new entrants, such as Romania and
Croatia, to split their railways into infrastructure and operating entities, in some cases leading to spinoffs
of regional services to provincially funded operators. The timings of Eurostar trains were reduced by a
fully opened, high-speed line (HS1) within England, using redeveloped St. Pancras station. The French,

Germans and Spanish opened extensions to existing high-speed lines.
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R-9: Aut hords wife Sandra hamming it
driver of Polish State Railways 2-6-2
steam locomotive No. O1149-69
at Wolsztyn (2013/04/29)
[PETER DAWES].

Where overnight trains were concerned, Sleeping car services continued to be provided by state owned
railways, consortia of the latter, or private-public partnerships such as Thello, which ended the decade
operatnig the old Artesia train between Paris and Venezia. The number of Euro Notte/Nacht/Night/Nuit
(as well as NachtZug) trains continued to shrink (e.g., Deutsche Bahn [German Railroad] eliminated all
remaining ACity Night Lined Sleeping <car servij
although some routes were picked up by other service providers). In Britain, outmoded Sleeping cars

were still offered between London and both Scotland and the West Country, but nowhere else.

up
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Indian Railways was a traditional state owned enterprise, carrying huge numbers of intercity and commuter
passengers. Infrastructure and operations were combined on the mostly 1,676 mm ( 5 6 gaGge hetwork,
which was usually double tracked, signalled and well-ballasted. Most equipment tended to be old and below
European or even North American standards. Outside of some recently introduced services, there was
nothing resembling a true high-speed train, and the typical long-distance train featured many stops and low
average speeds 7 but a wide range of Sleeping car accommodation. Likewise, Sri Lanka Railways was
state owned, with infrastructure and operations combined over a network built (or converted) to Indian gauge.
Key segments were double and signaled, but most lines were single, unsignalled and minimally ballasted.
Some new equipment had been introduced in recent years, but many intercity trains were old and

substandard, and even those between the larger cities tended to be slow.

In Japan, shares of the largest passenger operating companies were privately held, while those of the
others remained with the government. Unlike Europe, the passenger railways took care of their track, and
made it available to the sole freight company as needed. In addition to the operating companies, there
were many private railways which ran their own trains over their own tracks. Of course, Japan was
famous for its high-speed Shikansen lines and trains, operating on world standard gauge, while the old
lines were mainly 1,067 milimetre (3 ft 6 in). Essentially, this was a passenger rail system with freight
playing a minor role. Most lines were at least double track and electrified, and featured Electric Multiple
Unit trains. Stations normally were centrally located and highly developed as retail, food and
entertainment centres, thus contributing greatly to railway revenue. Customer service was of the highest
order, where staff, signage and announcements (ubiquitously in English as well as Japanese) were
concerned. Sleeping car services had been reduced to just one (with two branches). As for Hong Kong,
its confined nature, geographically, meant that most rail lines were of a high-volume commuter/regional
nature. There were intercity trains to Guangzhou, Beijing and Shanghai in China proper. A new high-

speed line opened in 2018 linking Hong Kong with Guangzhou.

THE 20200s

Number of trips:  72; Distance travelled: 12,349 kilometres (7,707 miles).
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R-10: Tur ki s h St atSefiyadbBxmesss parding ét slalkali Station,
istanbul, for its overnight run to Bulgaria, behind a Class 68000
electric locomotive (2025/04/30) [SANDRA DAWES].

So far, the 20206s has invol ved Austrig, Bulgarta,eCzechnRepultliq | i day ,
England, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Romania, Scotland, Switzerland, Turkey and Wales.

Britrail and Eurail Rail passes continued to be essential tor our way of travelling.

In the United Kingdom, the rail passenger industry continued to evolve from the franchise concept that
followed British Railds demise to a form of gl®vy er nmen
played a big role in spurring a change that already was underway. The national government still owned
the infrastructure, managed by Network Rail on its behalf, but several franchises were brought back
under government management. A small number of non-franchised companies were operating under the
gover nmenta&<c el s wePpnmihgifoc aynetwork of high-speed lines connecting London with the
Midlands and north of England was proceeding, but, as of this writing, had been truncated to London-
Birmingham only. On the freight side, Freightliner and German Federal-owned DB Cargo UK were

examples of TOCOs. Leasing companies still ownegd much

On the Continent, European Union policy still required that countries split their railways into separate

infrastructure and operating entities, in some cases leading to spinoffs of regional services to provincially
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funded entities. This led to some new passenger and freight open-access services, both within countries
and internationally. In 2020, Eurostar International Ltd. merged with sister company Thalys, but the
company was effectively bankrupt, due in part to Covid, but the French government was leading the way
in ensuring its survival. An example of an open-access, high-s peed service was

Freciarrosa (Red Arrow) service between Milano Centrale and Paris Gare de Lyon.

Where overnight trains were concerned, some Sleeping car services continued to be provided by state
owned railways. Austrian Federal Railroad (OBB) had taken over several of the old German Railroad
(DB) City Night Line services under its Nightjet brand, and inaugurated other routes. In Britain, Scottish
Rail Holdings was now operating Caledonian Sleeper services between England and Scotland, using
modern, Spanish-built equipment. Great Western still provided its London Paddington-Penzance Night

Riviera train, with refurbished Sleeping cars.

Tourist lines continued to abound in Britain, examples being the Severn Valley steam line between
Kidderminster and Bridgnorth in England and Keith Dufftown Railway between its hamesake towns in
Scotland using old Diesel Multiple Unit trains. In Germany, the Weisseritz Valley Railway operated a

narrow-gauge steam line in the Dresden area.

RANDOM PASSENGER TRAIN MOMENT NO. 1

The period covered by my European travels saw a transition from train-and-ferry
services between England and both France and Belgium (most notably the CIWLG $
Night Ferry, with its through Voiture-Lits) to high-speed trains using the Chunnel (the
sleek Eurostars). In this and other markets benefitting from state-of-the-art rail

technology, the train reclaimed its dominance over the other modes of transport.

[Behrend & Buchanan, Night Ferry, 125] [eurostar.com]
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R-11: Snaefell Mountain Railway cars at Summit Station,
Isle of Man (1980/09/25) [PETER DAWES].
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TRIPS TAKEN AND DISTANCES TRAVELLED

This chapter features these sections: { Trips Taken and Distances Travelled;  Trips by Route Segment;

1 Trips on Named and Steam Trains; and { Number of Cars and Locomotives Encountered.

Number of trips 1 977; Distance travelled i 148,810 km (92,872 mls).

Duringl7over seas hol i daiygrail alobev ¢he bettea pare df four times around the world.
The average per holiday has been 57 trips and 8,753 kilometres (5,463 miles). The most trips occurred
during our 2007 holiday at 91, followed by 83 in 1976 and 80 in 1. Where distance is concerned, 2013
leads with 13,162 km (8,436 mis), just ahead of 2003 with 12,438 kms (7,763 mls) and 2025 with 12,349 km
(7,707 mis). The fewest trips occurred during our 1990 holiday at 17, compared to 18 in 1979 and 28 in 2016.
The shortest distance was 3,889 km (2,427 mis) in 1979, the next being 5,704 km (3,560 mis) in 2019, and
approxilately 5,900 km (3,700 mls) in both 1992 and 1998.

British Isles Service Providers:

Number of trips T 457; Distance travelled 1 59,795 km (37,318 mls).

Service providers based in the British Isles (England, Ireland, Isle of Man, Scotland and Wales) have
accounted for 40% of trips and 47% of distance. Despite being disbanded prior to our 1998 holiday, the
oldBR6s trains $§3%iofthe Batishdsesidistancd and 53% of the trips.

Continental Service Providers:

Number of trips T 386; Distance travelled i 67,300 km (42,002 mls).

Service providers on the Continent have accounted for 40% of the trips and 45% of the distance. Top
countries: Switzerland , 116 trips and 5,591 km (3,489 mls); Germany, 105 trips and 13,930 km (8,694
mls); and France, 51 trips and 17,352 km (10,829 mls).
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R-12: British Rail High Speed Train (HST) departing London Paddington sta-
tion for the West Country or Wales (1976/10/??) [PETER DAWES].

In the case of France, Société nationale des chemins de fer Francais (SNCF i French National Railways)
has accounted for almost all activity. Deutsche Bundesbahn (DB i German Federal Railroad) (and later
Deutsche Bahn) handled 90% of trips and 95% of the distance within that country. Switzerland was
different, with Schweizerische Bundesbahnen/Chemin de fer fédéraux Suisse/Ferrovie Federali Svizzere
(SBBi Swiss Federal Railways) delivering only 24% of trips and 47% of the distance i private railways the
rest. (Other countries were Austria, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia,

Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Turkey.)

Asian & A ustralasian Service Providers:

Number of trips 1 100; Distance travelled 1 21,715 km (13,552 mls).

Service providers in Australia and Fiji, India and Sri Lanka, Japan and Hong Kong have accounted for
11% of the overall trips and 16% of the distance. Indian Railways (IR) led with 4,923 km (3,072 mls),
followed by Australian National (AN) at 3,176 km (1,982 mls), and State Rail Authority of New South Wales
(SRA) at 2,588 km (1,615 mls). JR West (JRW) contributed 1,796 km (1,121 mls), Sri Lanka Railways
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1,737 km (1,084 mls), JR East (JRE) 1,440 km (899 mis), and JR Central (JRC) 1,329 (829 mls). Fijid g
Coral Coast Railway (CCR)and Hong Kongés Ma qMTR)Taddadchnnimial niknbérs. w a

Trips by Accommodation Type:

In Coaches, Pullmans & Lounges i 901; Sleeping & Couchette Cars 1 76.

Ninety-two per cent of trips have been in Coaches or other accommodation designed primarily for
daytime use. The rest were in Sleeping and Couchette cars, but these accounted for a hefty 40% of the

distance T not surprising, considering the latter cars are normally provided on longer routes.

Means of Propulsion:

Trips behind locomotives T 587; On self -propelled trains 1 390.

Sixty per cent of trips have been behind locomotives. The rest were on self-propelled trains, but only
19% of the distance travelled has been on the latter type of train, due to the shorter regional and branch-
line routes usually involved. Sixty-six of the locomotive hauled trips have been behind steam

locomotives, over 2,284 km (1,425 mls).

TRIPS BY ROUTE SEGMENT

[Note: In this section, information presented in the boxes is accord -
ing to track -owning entities, not necessarily service providers.]

British Isles:

London -Rugby 71 34; London -Leagrave & Stafford -Crewe 1 29; Nuneaton -
Tamworth & Tamworth -Rugeley 1 27.

With the exception of St. Pancras-Leagrave (Midland Line), these are English West Coast Main Line (WCML)

segments. In Scotland, two other WCML segments led: Carlisle-Carstairs at 19; Carluke-Motherwell, 17.

Y S
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The Continent:

Freiburg im Breisgau -Bad Krozingen (Ger.) i 20; Spiez-Thun (Swit.) 7 19; Basel-
Bad Krozingen (Ger.) i 16.

Thefirstandthirds e g ment s ar e -Mamnh&nBriam linB;dhe mitldle oneonSwi t zer | an
private railway, the Bern-Létschberg-Simplon Bahn (BLS). Two other notable BLS segments are Bern-Thun

and Speiz-Interlaken, both at 14. Also of note is Paris-Longueau at 11, on SNCF conventional main lines.

Asia & Australasia :

Yokohama -Fuji (Jpn.) T 5; Toyama-Kurobe (Jpn .); Darjeeling -Ghum (Ind.);
Colombo -Galle, Galle-Matara, Colombo -Polgahawela Jct. , Kandy -Peredeniya Jct.
& Nanu Oya-Haputale (S.L.) i 4; Ky @4es a k a ,-Kakagajva & T Ok yedhi y|a
Jpn)i 3.

Leading off here were JRC Shinkansens, followed by Darjeeling Himalayan steam trains, then Sir Lankan

(SL) trains on their Southern or Main lines, and finally more JRC (and JRE) Shinkansens.

TRIPS ON NAMED AND STEAM TRAINS

Overnight Trips:

BR-SNCF Night Ferry & BR Night Limited 7 4; BR Royal Highlander i 3; BR Night
Caledonian & Night Aberdonian, OBB-SBB Wiener -Walzer, CFR-MAV-OBB Dacia,
WR-AN-SRA Indian -Pacific & AN-VL Overland T 2.

On each occasion, | took Night Ferry from London to Paris. As for the other trains: q Night Limited

taken between London and either Glasgow or Carlisle; 1 Night Caledonian , Glasgow to London; { Night
Aberdonian , London to Arbroath or Aberdeen; f Royal Highlander , between London and Fort William or
Inverness; T Indian -Pacific , between Adelaide and Perth or Sydney; T Overland between Adelaide and

Melbourne; 1 Osterreichische Bundesbahnen (OBB i Austrian Federal [continued on next page ]
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R-13: Type F Sleeping car on Night Ferry, Paris Gare du Nord, owned by
SNCF but still in CIWL markings (1976/11/03) [PETER DAWES].

Railways)-SBB Wiener-Walzer, Wien to Sargans and Linz to Basel; and fSoci et at ea Na$
Ferate Romane (CFR i National Society of Romanian Railways)-Magyar Allamvasutak (MAV i Hungarian
State Railways)-OBB Dacia, Bu c u roerk tSi g hi k o(r adso tbob SNEZF-©B-¥ B B ®sent Express
twice, but one trip involved a day segment only.) Had trains bearing marketing as opposed to individual
names been included in this ranking, ScotRail [SCR]/Caledonian Sleeper [CS]6 Laledonian Sleeper

would have finished first, with 7 trips.)

Day Trips:

SNCF-SNCB Edelweiss i 3; RhB-FO Glacier Express, BR Night Continental, DB -
NS TEE Rheingold, DB -SNCB Wien -Oostende Express (& 12 others) 1 2.

Edelweiss was taken variously between Colmar and Strasbourg or Luxembourg, and between

Luxembourg and Bruxelles/Brussel. Glacier Express was operated by Rhaetische Bahn (RhB 1
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Rhaetian Railway) and Furka-Oberalp Bahn (FO) and enjoyed between Chur and Brig. Night
Continental was a BR boat train taken between London and Harwich. Rheingold was a DB-
Nederlandse Spoorwegen (NS i Netherlands State) TEE occupied between Freiburg and Hoek van
Holland, and Freiburg and Basel. Wien-Oostende Express was a DB-SNCB workhorse taken between
Koblenz and Oostende. The 11 other day trains at 2 trips included: 9 Pernille , Oslo-Myrdal and Voss-
Bergen, over Norges Statsbaner (NSB i Norwegian State Railway); 1 Australind , Perth-Bunbury over WR;
9 Coral Coast Sugar Train , Cuvu-Natodola, operated by CCR; and  Udaya Devi, Colombo-Habarana
and Palugaswewa-Colombo, over SL. (If trains bearing marketing names were included, Eurostar would
lead the pack at 6, followed by joint JRE/JRW Shinkansens Hakutaka [ i Wh i t e attbaandk IRW
Sakural| iCherry da3)ossomo]

Steam trains:

BBL & SVR i 7; PR/IFSS Shakespeare Limited/W .S. Express i 6; DHR & FRT 4.

All but 10 of 66 steam trips occurred in the British Isles, and many were simple out-and-back excursions,
each counting here as two trips. Most frequently used: Bluebell , variously between Sheffield Park,
Horsted Keynes, Kingscote and East Grinstead; Severn Valley , between Kidderminster, Bridgnorth and
various intermediate stations; Pullman Rail & Flying Scotsman Services 6 Shakespeare
Limited/William Shakespeare Express , London, Warwick and Stratford-upon-Avon (PR in 1985 and @&8;
FSS in ®2); Festiniog between Porthmadog, Dduallt and Blaenau Festiniog; and Darjeeling Himalayan ,
between Darjeeling and Ghum. Worth mentioning at two trips: 9§ Douglas-Port Erin Steam; { East
Somerset; | Great Central (Elizabethan dinner train); 1 Lakeside & Haverthwaite; § Mull & West Highland
Narrow Gauge (M&WH); 1 Nene Valley;  North Yorkshire Moors; | Paignton & Dartmouth Steam; 1
Strathspey; § Swanage; 1 Talyllyn (TR); T Vale of Rheidol (VR); 1 Weisseritztalbahn (Weisseritz Valley
Railway) (WTB); § Welsh Highland (WHR); and 1 West Somerset (WSR). The following of the above
steam railways were narrow gauge of various widths: DHR; FR; M&WH; TR; VR; WHR; and WTB. We
rode only four steam lines outside of the UK: { DHR (as described above); 1 Koleje Wielkopolskie (KW i
Greater Poland Railway), which used steam as part of its regular schedule on the P 0 z n\WolEztyn regional
line; § Daitetsu (DTS)-operated seigawa Steam Railway (OSR) between Kanaya and Senzu in Japan; and 1
WTB between Freital-Hainsberg and Korort-Kipsdorf (near Dresden). Final mention: Keith-Dufftown

Railway, utilizing, not steam,but Di e s el Mul tiple Units on the @aWhi
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NUMBER OF CARS AND LOCOMOTIVES ENCOUNTERED

Totals by Category:

Total 7 7,722; Cars i 6,924; Locomotives i 798.

| 6ve kept running totals of equi pme n bhavernewpassatl & d00
units.

Coaches, Pullmans & Lounges i 5,655.
Except for those having a restaurant or other meal function, Lounge cars are included here rather than in
aseparate category, due to the smal/l n u miB &40 suchmlacamotives hdwled cafs §
(3,577 Coaches; 28 Pullmans; 30 Lounges; and 5 Coach Lounges), and 2,023 self-propelled powered
units (1,523 electric, 491 diesel, and 9 bi-mode).

Sleeping & Couchette Cars 1 608.
Sleepers of various types have totalled 435, Couchettes, 173. Oof the S| eepebdm,
Britain, 109 on the Continent, 42 in India and 34 in Australia.
Restaurant & Other Meal Cars 1 296.

There have been 103 Restaurant cars: 91 full versions; 8 Restaurant Buffets; and 4 Restaurant Coaches.
Buffet cars have accounted for a greater number, at 159: 97 full versions; 45 Buffet Coaches; and 16
Buffet Lounges. 35 Céfevlounges.so recor ded

Baggage & Miscellaneous Cars 1 355.
The fBaggageo i n this category includes guar 4.,

D N
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iMi scel | ane o @ls dreightiaars, 34; Automadbile carriers, 24; Mail, 16; Tool (for support on

steam excursions), 9; Crew/Dormitory, 4; and Inspection, 4.

Locomotives & Related Units 1 795.

In this category, there have been 70 Locomotives (407 electric, 226 diesel and 67 steam), 65 Power

Coaches (54 electric and 11 diesel), 23 Generator units, and 10 Driving Van Trailers (DVT).

British Isles Service Providers:

Total 7 3,431; Top three: BR i 1,962; SCRT 161; SWT i 123.

Back to overall units, other providers of note have been: ¢ Eurostar (UK)/Eurostar International
(El)/Eurostar (ES), 116; | First Group, 97; 1 Great North Eastern, 89; and { Virgin Trains, 60. Leading
steam operators were:  SVR, 61; { Pullman Rail at 54; 1 BBL, 47; and  Steamy Affairs, 41.

Continental Service Providers:

Total 1 3,262; Top three: DB 1 800; SNCF i 502; SBB i 364.

Other sizeable contributors have been: 1 BLS, 247; Ferrovie dello Stato (ltalian State Railways)/Trenitalia,
163; 10BB, 128; 1L e s k ® St 8§ (Crech State Bailways)/ L e s k ® (Q2eclg§Rayways) (L D,)135; |
Berner-Oberland Bahn, 112; and q Red Nacional de los Ferrocarriles Espafioles (Spanish National
Railways), 91. Oddities include Deutsche Reichsbahn (German State Railway), eastern Germany, at 10;

Rossiskiye Zheleznye Dorogi (Russian Railways) at just one. (Trenitalia: the passenger unit of FS.)

Asian & A ustralasian Service Providers:

Total 7 1,030; Top three: IR7T 209; JRE T 169; JRC i 140.
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R-14: Indian Railways Gatimaan Express, ready to leave Agra Cantt for Delhi Hazrat Nizi-
muddin station, behind a Class WAP-5 electric (2016/04/09) [PETER DAWES].

Other major providers were Sir Lanka Railways at 129, JRW at 92, and Australian National at 53. Also of

interest: Mass Transit Railways (MTR) at 24 in Hong Kong; CCR 10 in Fiji.

RANDOM PASSENGER TRAIN MOMENT NO. 2

By the 197006s, Sl eeping cars on internptional r
of continent al rail ways mar ket ed as Pool TEN,
Nacht/Night/Notte/Nuit/etc. ~The railways were DB, Danske Statsbaner (DSB i
Danish State Railways), FS, NS, OBB, SBB, SNCB, SNCF and Société nationale des
chemins de fer Luxembourgois (CFL 7 Luxembourg National Railways). Each owning
railway assigned its share of cars to the Pool, while CIWL staffed and provisioned
themit his being done i n Deutsohp Schla-tund®Spiesewagenn DBO s

Gesellschaft (DSG i German Sleeping and Restaurant Car Co.) subsidiary where

western Germany and adjacent countries were involved.

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
57



LA GRANDE ALLURE: OVERALL SUMMARY

R-15: Vale of Rheidol narrow-gauge steam train making its way from

Devil 6s Bridge b(a%8810/07p[PEABRDAWES]. wy t h

[From photo of Sleeping car, taken at Wien
Westbahnhof, 1992] [PETER DAWES]
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\

R-16: Preserved upper levelof L e s k ® [TreghtRuilways)
Hl avn? n §d (262§/05/10) FANDRADAWES].

c Koleje
W Wielkopolskie

[Logo of Koleje Wielkopolskie (Greater Poland
Railway) [SANDRA DAWES] [pl.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Koleje_Wielkopolskie]

[Vintage Darjeeling Himalayan Railway logo
(photo taken at Darjeeling station
(2016) [SANDRA DAWES]
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Chapter 3
RATING THE TRAINS

R-17: Shinkansens at Morioka, a 7-car Series E6 in foreground for the Akita
fimi-hii nkans dvdagr tvd@3F dhoku Shinkansen in
background (2019/05/07) [PETER DAWES].
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In this chapter, | describe: ¢ favourite trains in various categories (long distance, intercity day, intercity

overnight, alpine and hill country, main-line steam, preserved-line steam, and urban & interurbanish; { fastest

and slowest trains; fibest s, wor sts, mosts and |l eastso (e. g

moments); 1 noteworthy stations; and { interesting water and road services. The reader will see my top three
choices within a box, accompanied by year and brief descriptions. The number of cars and locomotives
shown is for the most numerous segment , not necessarily the entire route combined. (Please be aware
that the anecdotes are taken from the main volumes.) (Note: Turkish trains on the Asian side are treated

here as European.)

ASIAN AND AUSTRALASIAN LONG DISTANCE TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. WR-AN Indian -Pacific , East Perth to Adelaide Keswick [1990]; 2. QR Sunlander ,
Brisbane Roma Street to Cairns [1990]; 3. IR Dibrugarh Rajdhani Exp ress,

Mughalsarai to New Jalpaiguri [2016].

Indian -Pacific , operated by Westrail (WR) and Australian National (AN), took us from Perth on the west
coast to Adelaide in South Australia, providing fascinating desert scenery across the Nullarbor Plain and
spectacular night skies. Sunlander was our conveyance from Brisbane north to Cairns, a Queensland
Railways (QR) narrow-gauge train with a friendly crew. Dibrugarh Rajdhani Exp ress was an all-Sleeping
car train linking New Delhi with the far eastern city of Dibrugarh, and offered the cleanest equipment and best

on board service we encountered on a long-distance train in India.

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1. IR Coromandel Express, Kolkata Howrah to Chennai Central [2016] i 25; 2/3. QR
Sunlander , Brisbane Roma Street to Cairns [1990] & IR Swatantrata Sainani Express ,

New Delhi to Varanasi Jct. [2016] i 22.

Honourable mention: IR Dibrugarh Rajdhani Exp ress, Mughalsarai to New Jalpaiguri [2016] 7 21.
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R-18: QR No. AC37 Sunlander being serviced at Townsville, on its
way from Brisbane to Cairns (1990/12/01) [PETER DAWES].

Honourable mention to WR-AN Indian -Pacific , East Perth to Adelaide Keswick, at 20. The Australian
trains featured full lounge and dining facilities, as opposed to India, where there were no lounges as we

know them, and meals were usually delivered to your berth.

Most Revenue Sleepers:

1. IR Dibrugarh Rajdhani Exp ress, Mughalsarai to New Jalpaiguri [2016] T 18; 2. QR
Sunlander , Brishane Roma Street to Cairns [1990] i 10; 3. Indian -Pacific , East Perth
to Adelaide Keswick (WR-AN), and Adelaide Keswick to Sydney Terminal (AN-SR)

[1990], 7.

Dibrugarh Rajdhani Exp ress offered 15t class with 2- and 4-berth cabins, 2™ class with 2- and 4-berth
sections, and 3" class with 2- and 6-berth sections (some cars having combined 15t and 2"). Sunlander 6 &
class cars featured 1- or 2-berth compartments, while 2" class cars had 3-berth Sections. Indian -Pacific

featured 1%t class Twinette cars with 2-berth rooms and 1-berth Roomettes (both with ensuite showers), and

2nd class featured 2-berth Roomette cars.

Copyright 20 26 & Peter H. Dawes All rights reserved
63



LA GRANDE ALLURE: RATING THE TRAINS

BRITISHISLESINTERCITY DAY TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. BR Flying Scotsman ,Edi nbur gh t o L orl®n2. GNER dighendCr os s
Chieftain , Inverness to Edinburgh [2003]; 3. IE 1200, Dublin Heuston to Cork [2025].

Flying Scotsman was a perfect way to shepherd my parents back to London at the end of their Scottish visit,
although the British Rail HST bore no resemblance to the steam-hauled express of the same name once
operated by the London & North Eastern Railway (LNER). Highland Chieftain was a Great North Eastern
(GNER) train following the old Highland Railway south from Inverness, past the Cairngorm Mountains and
other scenic delights. 1E 1200, was a packed, Friday noon, larnrod Eireann (Irish Rail) service between the
countryods two biggest <cities, ¢ on srable méntiogto thése ttawsoBRD
unless otherwise indicated): 1112 service from Chester to London Euston [1976], diesel-hauled to Crewe,
then electric beyond, flying through stations at high speed, again with my parents along; Cornish Riviera ,
Plymouth to London Paddington [1979], another famous name in British railroading, an HST following the old
Great Western Railway (GWR) speedway from the West Country to the capital; 1205, Pitlochry to London
Ki n g 6 s [1@85],onstlts Tom Clark and Sandra, the author scoring big points by having insisted upon
reserving seats on a packed, Sunday afternoon HST; and 0548 , Edinburgh Waverley to Doncaster [2025],

on a London NonmmotdhaevithiplesUnietraim, abfe boirun with or without overhead wires.

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1/2. 1432, Dover Western Docks to London Victoria & 1837, Oxenholme to Carlisle
[1978] 1 14; 3. 1041, Bournemouth-London Waterloo [1980] i 13. (All BR)

The 1432 was a third-rail, Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) train connecting with a Channel ferry. The 1837 was a
locomotive-hauled West Coast Main Line (WCML) train originating at London Euston. The 1041 was another
EMU connecting with a ferry. Although there were eight others at 13, honourable mention goes to VT6 $323,

London Euston to Wolverhampton [2013], an EMU Pendolino tilt-train, at 11.
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R-19: Rear view of larnr.-d £ireann (lrish Rail
Station, Dublin, for Cork, consisting of two, 22000-series Diesel Muliple
Unit sets (2025/05/23) [SANDRA DAWES].

Most Revenue Coaches:

1. 1432, Dover Western Docks to London Victoria [1978] i 14; 2/3. 1000, London
Victoria to Folkestone Harbour [1992]; 1041, Bournemouth-London Waterloo [1980] i
13. (AllBR)

The first two were EMU boat trains, fwhiethethirdovhs aB
ordinary express. Although there were four others at 13, honourable mention goes to, at 12, another BR
train, the 1416, Lancaster to Oxenholme, on the WCML [1978].

EUROPE LINK RAIL TICKET

[1984]

R
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CONTINENTAL INTERCITY DAY TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. DB/NS TEE Rheingold , Freiburg-im-Breisgau to Hoek van Holland [1976]; 2. DB-
DSB Holland -Skandinavien Express , Hengelo to Kgbenhavn Hbg. [1985]; 3. G F B-H
HG B3%alr aj evo[2018. Pl o| e

Rheingold was a Deutsche Bundesbahn (DB i German Federal Railroad)-Nederlandse Spoorwegen (NS 1
Netherlands State) train, still perhaps the most famous of TEE trains, offering plush seats while linking cities
such as Milano, Genéve, Zirich, Basel, KéIn and Amsterdam, with a ferry connection onward to England via
Hoek van Holland. Holland -Skandinavien Express , operated by DB and Danske Statsbaner (DSB i
Danish State Railways), took us from Hengelo to the Danish capital, the cars (including through Coaches
from Hoek) placed on a DSB ferry from Puttgarden to Rgdby Faerge. No. B391 was operated by Ge | j €
Federacije Bosne | Herzegovine ( G F B Hrederation of Bosnia and Herzegovina Railways) and Hrvatske
Ge |l j € HiGCreatian Railways), running from the capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina to a Croatian port on the
Adriatic Sea, offering second-hand Swedish Coaches. Honourable mentions go to: Gottardo, from
Bellinzona to Lugano over Schweizerische Bundesbahnen/ Chemin de fer fédéraux Suisse/Ferrovie Federali
Svizzere (SBB 1 Swiss Federal Railways), a classic, Swiss-owned TEE [1985]; Vindobona , an
Osterreichische Bundesbahnen (OBB i Austrian Federal Railways)-L e s k ® St § t(@zech State§
Railways) train we took from Wien Sid to Praha Hol egovi ce (a key r-bungagan
empire), made up mostly of Deutsche Reichsbahn (DR i German State Railway) equipment, considering it
was headed for Berlin [1992]; and T ¢ r ki y e Cumhuri yet i (TODB v | Tarkish Btaten
Railways)0 8lo. 81013, Ankara to Istanbul S° J Tt | T tstaffon,a X ¢k s e k  H &HT) ghighFspeech

train) paralleling, and sometimes using, the old conventional line.

Longest Tr ains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1/2/3. SNCF No. 921, Paris Lyon to Genéeve [1984]; ES/ISNCF/SNCB No. 9138, London
Waterloo International to Bruxelles Midi/Brussel Zuid [2007]; EI No. 9023, Paris Nord to

London St. Pancras International [2013] 7 20.
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No. 921 was an original Sud-Est line TGV, finishing its run on conventional track. No. 938 was a Eurostar
operated by Eurostar (UK), SNCF, and Société nationale des chemins de fer Belges/Nationale
Maatschappij der Belgische Spoorwegen (SNCB 1 Belgian National Railways) from Waterloo International
station. No. 9023 was also a Eurostar, operated into a rebuilt St. Pancras station by ES successor,
Eurostar International (El), owned by SNCF, LCR, and SNCB. (There were four others at 20, all
Eurostars.) Also worth mentioning are: RENFE No. 276, Madrid Chamartin to Linares [2003] i 17 (two
Talgo sets hooked together, for Almeria and Granada, respectively); FS No. 537, Milano Centrale to
Venezia Santa Lucia [1984] & MAV (Magyar Allamvasutak /Hungarian State Railways) Agram,
Gyékényes to Budapest Déli [2013] (part of this train originating in Croatia) 1 16; and SNCF No. 490,
Dunkerque Maritime to Paris Nord [1978] i 15 (this train including Night Ferry cars from London).

Most Revenue Coaches:

1. ES No. 9352, Amsterdam Schiphol to Bruxelles Midi/Brussel Ziud [2025] 7 18; 2/3.
ES/SNCF No. 9016, London Waterloo International to Paris Nord [2003];
ES/SNCF/SNCB No. 9138, London Waterloo International to Bruxelles Midi/Brussel
Zuid [2007]; El No. 9023, Paris Nord to London St. Pancras International [2013] (& 4
others) i 16.

Eurostars obviously lead here, including No. 9352, an ex-Thalys high-speed train now folded under the

Eurostar banner.

ASIAN AND AUSTRALASIAN INTERCITY DAY TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. IR Bhopal Shatabdi , New Delhi to Agra Cantt [2016]; 2. JRE Komachi No. 9,
Morioka to Akita [2019]; 3. WR Australind , Perth City to Bunbury [1990].

Bhopal Shatabdi ( me ani ng §iwasxhaulee s an electric locomotive which pulled 21 cars, 1 class
passengers enjoying a reasonable meal provided at seat. Komachi (named after a poet) was a 7-car, E6
Series EMU operatinghowne&nn sgghuged farknbve later forbe an full Shinkansen.
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Australind was a 4-car DMU train, interesting for the scenery travelling south from Perth. Honourable

mentions: Gatimann Express [2016], a newly introduced, 1t class service from Agra Cantt to Delhi

Hazrat Nizamuddin, fastest train in India, at 113 km/h [70 mph]).

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1. IR Bhopal Shat abdi, New Delhi to Agra Cantt [2016] i 23; 2. IR Kalka Shatabdi ,
New Delhi to Kalka [2016] i 19; 3. JRE Yamabiko No. 141, T¢ky@to Utsunomiya &
JRE Nasano No. 280, Ut s uno mi y2819]ti both&&™mi y a

Both JRE trains consisted of 7-car E6 and 10-car E5 series attached together on thei r T @ h urkns.

Honourable mention to SL No. 8051, Matara to Galle/Colombo [2016], at 12 units.

Most Revenue Coaches:

1. IR Bhopal Shatabdi , New Delhi to Agra Cantt i 19 [2016]; 2. IR Kalka Shatabdi ,
New Delhi to Kalka [2016] & JRC Kodama No. 641, Shin-Yokohama to Kakegawa
[2019] 1 16; 3. SL No. 8051, Matara to Galle/Colombo [2016] i 11.

J R C bl Kodama ( fi E ¢ froonBhin-Yokohama to Kakegawa represents our eight trips taken on 16-

car, N700A Seriestrainson t he T@kai d&@d Shinkansen

BRITISHISLESINTERCITY OVERNIGHT TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. BR Royal Highlander , London Euston to Fort William [1976]; 2. SCR Caledonian

Sleeper, Inverness to London Euston [2003]; 3. BR 0055, London Paddington to
Penzance [1976].

Royal Highlander took me overnight from London deep into the Scottish Highlands and was still offering

a Restaurant car. Caledonian Sleeper offered a nice Buffet Lounge car. [continued on next page]
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R-20: Scot Rai | i S| e e atAberde@raupan arrival ef €al-i n g

edonian Sleeper from London (2003/10/06) [PETER DAWES)].

The 0055 service connected London with West Country points about as far as one could go on the
mainland, with some Sleepers dropped along the way at Plymouth. Honourable mentions: BR Night
Limited , Euston to Carlisle [1984], a couple of Sleepers being set out at this railway junction just short of
the Scottish border for the convenience of passengers heading for local destinations; BR Irish Mail ,
Holyhead to Euston [1976], was the way to travel between Dublin and London; and Caledonian Sleeper

( Co .Lgweasder , Euston to Glasgow [2025], rerouted via Edinburgh, featuring Spanish-built Sleepers.

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1/2. BR 0050, Carlisle to London Euston [1978]; CS Lowlander , London Euston to

Glasgow [2025] i 18; 3. BR 0050, London Paddington to Milford Haven [1978] & BR
2100, London Euston to Rannoch Station [1988] 1 17.

The 0050 to London Euston originated in Glasgow and picked up additional cars at Carlisle. CS

Lowlander sported Glasgow and Edinburgh portions. The 0050 to Milford Haven was mostly a parcel

and newspaper train. The 2100 was a hameless successor to Royal Highlander headed for Fort William.
There were four others at 17 units, all SCR Caledonian Sleepers .
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Most Revenue Sleepers:

1. BR Night Limited , London Euston to Glasgow Central [1981] 7 13; 2/3. SCR, London
Euston to Edinburgh & Inverness to London Euston [1998], also CS Lowlander , London
Euston to Glasgow & Edinburgh [2025] T 12.

There were four others at 12, all Caledonian Sleepers . While these trains attracted sizeable traffic into
the20106s, the number of Sleeping cars offered on

(e.g., between Glasgow and London, two dozen on most nights in 1976, compared to only six in 2007).

CONTINENTAL INTERCITY OVERNIGHT TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. BR/SNCF Night Ferry , London Victoria to Paris Nord [1976]; 2. RENFE/CP
Lusit &nia, Madrid Chamartin to Lisboa Santa Apolénia [2003]; 3. TCDD/BDG Sofiya
Express , Istanbul Halkali to Sofiya Tsentralna [2025].

Night Ferry was perhaps the most unusual of the old Trains de Luxe, still featuring Sleepers transported
by ferry between Dover and Dunkerque and manned, until near the end in 1980, by CIWL. Lusit &nia was
a RENFE-Caminhos de Ferro Portugueses (CP i Portuguese State) Talgo train boasting modernistic Coches
Camas with twisting corridors. Sofiya Express featured one Turkish Sleeping and two Couchette cars.
Honourable mention: Many honourables here: Palatino , Firenze Campo di Marte to Paris Berc,y an all-
Sleeping/Couchette train originating in Roma, routed through the Simplon Tunnel and Switzerland, then

terminating at Bercy instead of Lyon station as traditionally had been the case [2007]; [concluded on next

page]

[Wagons Lits centennial logo
(from soap package)]

I hese
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CP/RENFE Sud-Expresso/Surex , Coimbra-B to Irin [2003], celebrating its centenary as a Lisboa-Paris
service in 2003 and featuring a Universal-type CP Carruagem-Cama once owned by CIWL, as well as a
welcoming Diner Lounge; SNCF/DB/OBB Orient Express , Paris Est to Wien West [1992], a Budapest-
destined international express with a great pedigree but, to be truthful, now quite ordinary; and SBB-SNCF
No. 224-5260-401, Brig to Boulogne Maritime [1985], by now a Venezia-originating train involving a shuffle of
Boulogne cars around Paris i a remnant of the exotic Direct-Orient Expresswhi ch once j and
Athina with Paris.

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1. SNCF Le Cote Vermeille , Paris Austerlitz to Perpignan [2003] i 17; 2/3. OBB-SBB
Wiener -Walzer, Wien West to Sargans [1978] & L D Si | e s | Rradh&Hlava w3
Hranice na Moraveé [2013] 7 15.

Please note that these were mainly Coach and Couchette trains with a small number of Sleepers,
reflecting a shift in travel patterns from luxury to more basic accommodation. Le Cb6te Vermeille (Rose
Coast) connected Paris with the eastern Pyrenees and Spanish border. Wiener-Walzer linked the
Austrian metropolis with Ziirich and Basel. Sil e si a/ (hked @ralm with Krakéw, Poland, and

Humenné, Slovakia, and ran over this segment.

There were four other trains at 15 units: Ferrovie dello Stato ( FS i Italian State Railways) -OBB Remus,
Venezia Mestre to Wien Sid [1984], originating at Roma; SNCF La Palombe Bleue (Blue Dove), Hendaye
to Paris Austerlitz [2003]; SNCF No. 5613, Paris Lyon to St-Gervais [1981]; and { Orient Express (described
above). Honourable mentions, at 14, are: DB-L e s k ® D rD§ lCyech(Rhailways) Kopernikus , Kéln to
Praha Hlavni [2007] (originating Hagen), Palatino (already described); and No. 224-5260-401, Brig to

Boulogne (also described above).

Most Revenue Sleepers:

1. DB Komet, Hamburg Hbf. to Basel SBB [1985] 1 6; 2. L D/GSSK Excelsior , Karlovy
Vary Horni to Poprad Tatry [2007] i 5; 3. BR-SNCF Night Ferry , London Victoria to
Paris Nord [1976; 1978 (twice); 1980] i 4.

ned
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Komet joined northern Germany with Basel and other Swiss points. Excelsior , operated by LD and
Gel ezni | n§ Spol o[ 686 SiKSlo®k ®Railwaysy, kconnected the far ends of the old

Czechoslovakia, from Cheb to K 0 g i Might Ferry has been mentioned before.

There were six others at 4 Sleepers each: SNCF Le Train -Bleu, Nice to Paris Lyon [1980], originating at
Ventimiglia; RENFE Antoni Ga udi, Barcelona Sants to Madrid Chamartin [2003]; City Night Line (CNL)

Perseus, Hannover to Paris Est, originating Berlin and Hamburg [2013]; LD Silesia, Ostrava to Bohumin
[2013]; Remus; and Palatino (the last three as described earlier). (More on Silesia : oper atMAY,
¥BB and Pol ske Kdnteeily §PKFPiaRElsh StaiewRailways Intercity]; connecting Praha,

Wien and Budapest with Krakow and Warszawa.)

In addition to Sleepers, Palatino, Train-Bleu, Silesia and Komet featured a large number of Couchette
cars (8, 7, 6 and 5, respectively). Antoni Gaudi offered a Couchette-like arrangement of quadruple-berth
compartments in each Sleeper. While Night Ferry never featured this type of accommodation, SN C F &
later Service Nuit concept was heavy with them: 10 in La Palombe Bleue (as opposed to 2 Sleepers);

and 9 in Le Co6te Vermeille (versus 1 Sleeper).

ASIAN AND AUSTRALASIAN INTERCITY OVERNIGHT TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. AN/VL Overland, Adelaide Keswick to Melbourne Spencer Street [1990]; 2. IR
Padatik Express , New Jalpaiguri to Kolkata Sealdah [2016]; 3. SRA Brisbane XPT ,
Sydney Terminal to Brisbane Roma Street [1990].

Not much to choose from, so | 6ve i ncl u-thedritess Ocedand follewedthe widegauge
(1,600 mmoubé Bohking South Australia an dneverseenmon
other overnight trains: Bibles in each Sleeper compartment. Padatik Express joined this West Bengal
junction point with Kolkata, comfortable but passengers forced to make up their own beds. Brisbane XPT
was modelled on the British HST and therefore offered no Sleeping accommodation i an interesting

experience butsee belowu nd e r A WOBo& X8F Coaches would be rebuilt into Sleeping cars.)
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Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1. IR Padatik Express , New Jalpaiguri to Kolkata Sealdah [2016] i 23; 2. VL-AN
Overland , Melbourne Spencer Street to Adelaide Keswick [1990] i 15; 3. AN-VL
Overland (reverse direction) [1990] 1 14.

Honourable mention: SRA Brisbane XPT , Sydney Terminal to Brisbane Roma Street [1990], at 9.

Most Revenue Sleepers:

1. IR Padatik Express , New Jalpaiguri to Kolkata Sealdah [2016] T 9; 2. VL-AN
Overland , Melbourne Spencer Street to Adelaide Keswick [1990] i 5; 3. AN-VL

Overland (reverse direction) [1990] i 5.

As common in India, Padatik Express al so carri ed A Sl(inits paser 8): Cowtetedike g

vehicles, each with 72 open, reservable seats which became bench-like beds at night, no curtains.

ALPINEAND HILL COUNTRY TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. RhB-FO Glacier Express , Chur to Brig [1978]; 2. IR Shivalik Deluxe Express |,
Simla to Kalka [2016]; 3. SL No. 1596, Haputale to Nanu Oya [2016].

Glacier Express was operated by Rhéetische Bahn (Rhaetian Railway) and Furka-Oberalp, a locomotive-
hauled service running through the Oberalp and Furka passes of southern Switzerland. Shivalik Deluxe
Express was operated by Indian Railways down from the Himalayan foothills to the plains, and featured
meals-at your seat. No. 1596 was a mixed passenger-freight train with a trailing Observation Saloon
operating through Sri Lankan i Hi | | C and it towed b wo fithramldl eyso fill ed
of the way, by means of a rope! Honourable mentions to: No. 167, Grindelwald to Kleine Scheidegg

[1988], operated by Wengernalp Bahn up into the Berner Oberland; .. [con cluded on next page ]
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R-21: Vitznau-Rigi Bahn train descending from Rigi Kulm to Vitz-
nau on the Brienzersee (1984/05/16) [PETER DAWES].

Panoramic Express , Montreux to Zweisimmen [1984], a Montreux-Oberland-Bernois Bahn train running
from French Lac Léman area up into the German region; Le Petit Train Jaune (Little Yellow Train),
Villefranche/Vernet-les-Bains to La Tour de Carol/Enveitg [2003], a fascinating, third-rail electric, SNCF
train climbing into the French Pyrennes; Cremallera, Ribes de Freser to Vall de Nuria [2003], a Swiss-
built train operated by Ferrocarriles de la Generalitat de Catalunya (FGC i Catalan Government

Railways) to serve resorts, also in the Pyrennes; Vitznau-Rigi Bahn [1984], Vitznau to Rigi Kulm,

providing a fantastic view of mountainous Switzerland; and Kur ob e Ky @k o k(KurofeeGorgeau ¢

Railway ) (KKT) [2019], from Unazuki to Keyakidaira in the Japanese Alps, behind two small electrics.

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1/2. FO-RhB Glacier Express , Brig to Chur [1981] & KKT, Unazuki to Keyakidaira &
return [2019] i 15; 3. RhB No. 130, Samedan to Filisur [1981] 1 14.

Glacier Express included an FO Restaurant car between Andermatt and Chur. KKT6s s er vi

both enclosed and open cars during its chilly ascent up into the Alps. No. 130 originated in St. Moritz and

q
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was destined for Chur, its consist bolstered by six freight cars attached to the rear at Samedan.
Honourable mentions: SL No. 1596, Haputale to Nanu Oya, at 11 units (seven of them freight cars),
operating through picturesque Sri Lankan Hill Country [2016]; and BOB No. 44 [1985], operated by
Berner Oberland Bahn with 11 units, had the usual Lauterbrunnen and Grindelwald sections, combined

between Zweillitschinen and Interlaken.

Most Revenue Coaches:

1. KKT, Unazuki to Keyakidaira & return [2019] i 13; 2. FO-RhB Glacier Express ,
Brig to Chur [1981] 1 12; 3. RhB Bernina Express , Thusis to Pontresina [1981] i 10.

KKT offered six open cars, seven enclosed and heated i the latter sold out! Glacier Express carried two
Coaches originating in Zermatt and going beyond Chur to St. Moritz, one owned by FO, the other by Brig-
Visp-Zermatt Bahn. Honourable mention: BOB No. 44, Lauterbrunnen to Interlaken Ost [1985] at 9 cars;
and SL Podi Menike (N o. 1005), Kandy to Badulla [2016], at 8.

MAIN LINE STEAM TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. SA Cumbrian Mountain Express , Carlisle to York [1998]; 2. PR Shakespeare
Limited , London Marylebone to Warwick [1988]; 3. BR West Highlander , Fort
William to Mallaig [1985].

All Britain here, with one Polish exception i Tom Clark having a hand in each of the British favourites.
Cumbrian Mountain Express wasaday-l ong excur sion out of tedmynAffairs
over the highly scenic Carlisle & Settle line, behind former Great Western No. 6024 KING EDWARD |,
assisted by a diesel from Skipton to York. Shakespeare Limited offered full meal service in former
Pullman cars, this train appropriately operated by Pullman Rail behind former LNER No. 4498 SIR NIGEL
GRESLEY i which was replaced by two diesels from Banbury to Warwick and on to Stratford. West
Highlander r an on a regul ar schedule during the summe
clad hills and ocean inlets, behind former London, Midland & Scottish (LMS) No. 5407.
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Honourable mentions: PR Shakespeare Limited , London Marylebone to Stratford-upon-Avon [1985],
behind another LMS engine, No. 46229 DUCHESS OF HAMILTON; Flying Scotsman Services (FSS)
William Shakespeare Express , London Ealing Broadway to Stratford [1992], behind ex-GWR No. 5029
NUNNEY CASTLE, this excursion organized by another great friend, Canadian ex-pat Eva Young; and
Kole je Wielkopolskie (KW T Gr eat er Pol and Rai l,Rayhéa€& No 2008 be&hindB
PKP No. OI149-69, involving a regularly scheduled service.

Longest Trains (Cars plus Locomotives):

1. SA Cumbrian Mountain Express , Carlisle to York [1998] T 14; 2/3. PR
Shakespeare Limited , London Marylebone to Banbury [1988] & FSS William
Shakespeare Express [1992]71 13.

There were three other Shakespeare Limited trains at 13 units:  London Marylebone to Stratford-upon-
Avon [1985]; 1 Stratford-upon-Avon to Marylebone [1985]; and § Warwick to Marylebone [1988] i also one
other William Shakespeare Express , Stratford-upon Avon to London Ealing Broadway [1992]. The
locomotives were quite capable of hauling these long trains at respectable speeds, assisted by diesels

over certain segments only as mentioned above.

Most Revenue Cars (including Pullmansand 1 st Class Coaches):

1. SA Cumbrian Mountain Express , Carlisle to York [1998] i 11; 2/3. FSS William
Shakespeare Express , London Ealing Broadway to Stratford-upon Avon and return
[1992] 71 10.

Cumbrian Mountain Express featured 5 ordinary and 6, 1st class Coaches, while for William
Shakespeare Express , it was 7 and 3. (For Shakespeare Limited duringt he 198006 s, i

Coaches and 5 Pullmans in 1985, compared to 1 and 7 in 1988.)

f/)/wmz/y .f///’m'?

[steamyaffairs.net]

i
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PRESERVED LINE STEAM TRAINS

Favourite Trips:

1. FR 1100, Porthmadog to Blaenau Festiniog [1988]; 2. SVR 1530, Kidderminster to
Bridgnorth [2003]; 3. DHR No. 52548, Darjeeling to Ghum [2016].

The 1100 service was behind ex-U.S. Army tank engine MOUNTAINEER, over a narrow-gauge Welsh
railway built to haul slate down to the Irish Sea. The 1530 followed the scenic river of the same name
from Worcestershire into Shropshire, behind former GWR tank No. 7714 (one of three trains operating that
afternoon). No. 52548 was Dar j eel i ng Hi nasshod,y-&m @ ml) rinlptg Gham, dedind,
0-4-0ST No. 805 IRON SHERPA, the only regular steam left on this UNESCO World Heritage Area line.
(While not strictly a fApreserved steam | i nHorbyrablé
mentions to: North Yorkshire Moors 1510, Goathland to Pickering [1998], behind No. 3672 DAME VERA
LYNN; Great Central (GCR)d £lizabethan dinner train [2003], over Britainds only
line, with GCR No. 63601; Bluebell (BBL)6 €342 from Horsted Keynes to Sheffield Park [2007], behind
Light Pacifics 34007 WADEBRIDGE and 34028 EDDYSTONE; Welsh Highland (WHR)6 s 1 o Q
Porthmadog to Caernarfon [2013], pulled by narrow-gauge Garratt No. 87; Dai t et suds &ei
Railway , Shin-Kanaya station to Senzu [2019], behind 2-6-4T tank engine No. C10 8, built back in 1930;
and Weisseritz Valley Railway , Freital Hainsberg to Korort-Kipsdorf [2025], featuring heavy, 2-10-2 locomotive
No. P5001, built in 1930.

Longest Tra ins (Cars plus Locomatives):

1/2. FR 1015, Porthmadog to Blaenau Festiniog & WHR 1050, Porthmadog to
Caernarfon [2013] 1 10; 3. P&D 1030, Paignton to Kingswear [2007] 1 9.

The 1015 was hauled by tank engine MERDDIN EMYRS, built in-house. The 1050 was powered, as
mentioned above, by ex-SAR Garratt No. 87. Pai gnt on & D @&30twasdauledb§ ex-GWR tank
engine GOLIATH. Honourable mentions, both at 8;: B B L @312 mentioned above [2007];and SV R & s
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth [2013], behind ex-GWR No. 2857.

gama

1 035
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R-22: Fest i ni olyib 4-6-2TMOUNTAINEER shunting at Blaenau Festiniog,
after pulling our train up from Porthmadog (1988/10/08) [PETER DAWES].

Most Revenue Cars (including Restaurants & Lounges):

1/2/3. FR 1015, Porthmadog to Blaenau Festiniog; WHR 1050, Porthmadog to
Caernarfon [2013] & SVR 1035, Kidderminster to Bridgnorth i 8. [All 2013]

Also at 8 was P&D 1030, Paignton to Kingswear [2007]. All three trains featured some variation on an

Observation Lounge car.

[svr.co.uk/]
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URBAN AND INTERURBANISH TRAINS/TRAMS

Urban:

1. BR 2345, London Waterloo to Wimbledon [1988]; 2. WSV No. 38 tram, Wien Ring to
Grinzing [1992]; 3. VAG No. 2 tram, Freiburg im Breisgau to Glinterstal [1985].

The 2345 service was part of a frequent British Rail suburban train network linking central London (through
Waterloo station) with Wimbledon and numerous other communities,t aki ng us back to
an evening after concerts, restaurants and pubs. No. 38 tram, operated by Wiener Stadtwerke
Verkehrsbetriebe (Vienna City Transport Organization), conveyed us from Schottentor stop out to this wine
burg, an excellent way of sampling the city and its wonderful streetcars. No. 2 tram, operated by Freiburger
Verkehrs AG (Freiburg City Transport Corp.), connected the central pedestrian district with Glinterstal, where
buses travelled onward to Horben and a direct connection with the Schauinsland tramway climbing up into
the Black Forest hills. Honourable mention: Keifuku Den k i T e t(Keiuku@lectric Railroad) (Randen
Line), RyZaniji to Satsueisyo-mae [2019], sneaking through neighbourhoods on Ky@ o 6 sfitramaliset

Interurbanish:

1. SMR 1430, Laxey to Snaefell Summit [1980]; 2. ET 1800, Bilbao Atxuri to
Donostia/San Sebastidn Amara [2003]; 3. END, Kamakura to Fujisawa [2019].

The 1430 service, operated by Snaefell Mountain Railway, ran over a narrow-gauge electric line up to
Summit station on the Isle of Man, providing beautiful views of the island and the Irish Sea. The 1800,
operated by Eusko Trenbideak/Ferrocarriles Vascos (Basque Railways), ran over a steeply graded,
meandering narrow-gauge line called El Topo (The Mole) due to its 15 tunnels, with heavy traffic and
frequent stops. Enoshima Dentetsu ( Enoshima Electric Railway) (END) featured single track running
through neighbourhoods in towns along Sagami Bay, also meets at stations. Honourable mentions: STA
(State Transport Authority of South Australia) 6 s Adel ai de \VGlenelgp tramal1998]g
reserved running out to the Indian Ocean; and Wiener Lokalbahn (Vienna Local Railroad)  No. 151,

which left from the Opernring over streetcar tracks, then ran through suburbs to Baden [1984].
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R-23: Randen Line f RyZmjrssation, Kyete (2019408/26) [PETER DAWES].

FASTEST AND SLOWEST TRAINS

Fastest Trains by British Service Providers:

1. GNER 1800, London Ki ngds Cr[B083i lir®kmbdlikmph) 2
GNER 1700, London Kingo6s (20088 465 kno'h (D08 mphy 8.tEE
1003, London Kingo6s Cr 0[8043]it188 ki (9@ mph)or ou g h

All of these were Class 91 Electric 225 trains. The 1800, operated by Great North Eastern, ran non-stop
to Doncaster, then proceeded north to Edinburgh and Glasgow i my fastest trip to that point in Britain.
The 1700 made good time between the same places, considering it stopped twice, and went on to

Newcastle. The 1003, operated by East Coast, ran non-stop before continuing on to Leeds.
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Honourable mention: BR 1230, non-stop from London Paddington to Reading [1980], at 129 km/h (80 mph)

T an example of what the diesel HST could do on the old Great Western raceway.

Fastest Trains by Continental Service Providers:

1. El 9010, London St. Pancras International to Paris Nord [2013] i 214 km/h (134
mph); 2. EI 9023, Paris Nord to London St. Pancras International [2013] i 201 km/h (125
mph); 3. RENFE No. 9635, Sevilla Santa Justa to Madrid Puerta de Atocha [2003] i
188 km/h (117 mph).

No. 9010, operated by Eurostar International, ran non-stop from a redeveloped St. Pancras station over
the new AHS10 | i n-epeed tink m Britain), through the Chunntelj tgegh on SNCF 6 s
Nord line into Gare du Nord. No. 9023 was another non-stop Eurostar, which would have recorded 216
km/h (135 mph) i f it hadnét r INo. 96B% wasnan AR highsspekdaraire a standard-gauge
TGV variant making only three stops through always beautiful, often-challenging terrain. Honourable mention:
SNCF No. 929, Paris Lyon to Macon Loché TGV [1984] i 172 km/h (107 mph), operating over the high-

speed line non-stop as far as Macon before heading off on conventional track to Genéve.

Fastest Trains by Asian and Australasian Service Providers:

1. JRW Sakura No. 548, Hakata to Shin-gesaka i 243 km/h (151 mph); 2. JRC Nozomi
No. 305, Shin-Yokohama to Shin-g&saka i 237 km/h (148 mph); 3. JRE Hayabusa No.
14, Shin-Aomori to Morioka i 236 km/h (147 mph). [All 2019]

JRW Sakura ( ACher ry BMNoo=&waman)8-car N700 train providing lots of interesting scenery
over the San o yddspis lengiavalis orseither side of elevated structures and considerable
tunnelling. JRC Nozomi ( fi Wi sNb.®B05 was a 16-car N700A making only two stops along the TOk a i
Shinkansen, the Cart Lady and Conductor bowing as they entered and left each car. JRE Hayabusa
(APer egr i nBlo Hadnsisted af B 10-car E5 train set blasting through lots of tunnels and making
only one stop on the T¢huku Shinkansen. Honourable mentions: IR Gatimaan E xpress , Agra Cantt to New
Delhi [2016], at 113 km/h (70 mph), was (as mentioned earlier) the first in a series of improved intercity
services in India, and ran non-stop; WR Australind , Perth City to Bunbury [1990] at 90 km/h (56 mph).

turned in a creditable performance over a narrow-gauge line.
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Slowest Trains by British Service Providers:

1. SMR 1430, Laxey to Snaefell Summit [1980] i 14 km/h (9 mph); 2/3. FR 1230,
Porthmadog to Dduallt [1976] & TR 1415, Tywyn to Nant Gwernol [1988] i 15 km/h (9
mph).

The 1430 and 1230 services each made two stops and have been described above. The 1415, operated
by Tallylyn Railway, was another narrow-gauge, slate-based Welsh railway now dedicated to the tourist

trade, its trains making a single stop.

Slowest Trains by Continental Service Providers:

1. BRB 1400/1450, Brienz to Panalp & return [2025] i 4 km/h (2 mph); 2. ARB 10, Rigi
Kulm to Arth Goldau [1984] i 5 km/h (3 mph); 3. AEV 1510, Slajkavélgy Lovespalya to
Szalajka Fatyolvizesés [2007] 7 9 km/h (6 mph)

All three of these trains were narrow-gauge and faced significant gradients. The 1400/1450 service was
operated by Swit zer |Iseamdréck rail®ay, whiochzwasRopan lordyhas far as Panalp.
No. 10, provided by the Swiss Arth-Rigi Bahn with electric power, was tortuously slow as it descended
Rigi mountain, stopping once. The 1510s er vi c e, o per a tAkanhi Efdey Vastiu(StajeaForgsd
Railways), climbed the hillside over a segment now operated purely for tourists, its only stop occurring when
the diesel engine stalled for around five minutes. Honourable mention: J un g f r a u lNa.L% %k Kléne
Scheidegg to Jungfraujoch [1980] [2007], a Swiss electric train making one stop while ascending the

formidable Jungfrau at 11 km/h (7 mph).
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R-24: Cor al Gugar3raidpsishing cane cars to-
wards a siding (1990/12/10) [PETER DAWES].

Slowest Trains by A sian and A ustralasian Service Providers:

1/2. CCR Coral Coast Sugar Train , Cuvu to Natodola [1990] & DHR No. 52548,
Darjeeling to Ghum [2016] i both 8 km/h (5 mph); 3. DHR No. 52548, Ghum to
Darjeeling & SL No. 1126, Nanu Oya to Haputale [2016] i both 12 km/h (8 mph).

Coral Coast S ugar Train , operated by Coral Coast Railway, was a narrow-gauge, diesel-hauled local
service pausing half-a-dozen times or so (more directly below). No. 52548 was a narrow-gauge, steam-
excursion train running up to Ghum, along and across streets, then back down. No. 1126 was a wide
gauge, mixed passenger-freight pulled by a diesel, featuring switching and meets with other trains.
Honourable mentions: DTS (Southern Alps) Nos. 207 & 204 , Senzu to Kawane Koyama & return
[2019], at 17 km/h (10 mph), two diesel engines pulling five cars over this segment; IR Himalayan Queen ,
Kalka to Simla [2016] at 18 km/h (11 mph), climbing into the foothills.
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